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Some have brain, some 
have beauty but some are 
really gifted. Take Pere 
Tarragó for instance. He 
can reduced any motor- 
cycle to a 1:5 scale like a 
magician.

OK, he is not using a magic wand, it takes him 
hundred of hours to do it, but the result is 
unbelievable. These models are so perfectly 
created they really look like originals.
After exchanging a few emails, he was kind 
enough to send me some beautiful pictures of 
his work. As you will see in some of the shots, 
the background make you believe they are the 
real thing... No wonder he had to include a 
candy next to his gems.
I also included some close shots so you can see 
the details of his masterpieces. There is no 
words to express how amazed I was when I 
discovered his work.
If you feel rich enough to afford one of his masterpieces or have your own 
bike made to scale, get in touch with him and place your order.

info@motoscalatarrago.com
http://www.motoscalatarrago.com

www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGWN08YBJUc

Hope you will enjoy this News Express as much as I did.
Till next time... Ed.
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Notice

All information furnished 
herein is provided by and 
for the:

Ontario Guzzi Riders.
Unless otherwise stated, 
none of the information 
( i n c l u d i n g t e c h n i c a l 
material) printed herein 
n e c e s s a r i l y b e a r s 
endorsement or approval 
by Guzzi Canada, the 
factory or the editor.
The editor and publisher 
cannot be held liable for 
its accuracy and content.

Pat Castel is known for his involvement with the MOA organization as well as his Editor 
position in many past and present club newsletters. He began riding five decades ago and spent 
his youth surrounded by BMW, Moto Guzzi, BSA, Motobecane and Peugeot motorbikes and 
remains as much in love with motorcycles as when he first got his first 49cc Mobylette.
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In the small Spanish town of Molins de Rei lives Pere 
Tarragó, a motorcycle builder of quite extraordinary 
skill. His bikes are completely unrideable — but that’s 
only because they’re 1:5 and 1:6 scale models.

These motorcycle models are nothing like the Revell or 
Tamiya kits you played with back in the 70s. In 
photographs, Tarragó’s creations are virtually 
impossible to separate from the real thing.

In many ways, Tarragó’s process is similar to that of a 
regular custom builder: it involves lathes, milling and 

welding. But normal tools are often useless for this kind 
of detail work, so Tarragó has made his own.

He starts a build by taking photographs, making 
drawings and copying decals from a full-scale bike. The 
subjects are usually classic Spanish machines like 
Bultaco, Montesa or OSSA.

Although there’s the occasional venture further afield, 
with Italian marques such as MV Agusta and Moto 
Guzzi. And the odd Henderson and Indian from across 
the Atlantic.
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THE AMAZING
MOTORCYCLE
MODELS OF

PERE TARRAGÓ



Once he’s satisfied with 
the blueprint, Tarragó 
r e t u r n s t o h i s 
workshop and begins 
construction, using 
authentic materials 
s u c h a s s t e e l , 
aluminum, brass and 
soft-tempered Nappa 
leather.

Weeks later, he’s ready 
to make a test assembly 
of the model, and 
check the operation of 
the brakes, clutch, 
w h e e l s a n d 
transmission. Yes, the 
controls are usually 
functional.

O n s o m e b u i l d s , 
operating the brake 
lever will move the 
brake pads in the drum, and the front suspension will 
operate via friction plates and leaf springs.

Tarragó then takes the model apart and applies the 
finishing touches — polishing, plating with nickel and 

chrome, and painting. The final assembly takes between 
250 and 400 hours.

Isn’t it wonderful to see such a fine display of 
craftsmanship in a mass-produced world?
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Introduction

The work of Pere Tarragó came to our attention when a 
link to his web site was sent to us separately by several 
of the world’s best model makers. 

They said his work was highly detailed and virtually 
flawless, and one look at the photos of his motorcycle 
models proved they were right. 

Pere does his modeling work in Spain, but his site offers 
translations to several languages. Even without that, the 
photos speak for themselves. The history below is an 
adaptation of what was found there, plus Mr. Tarragó 
submitted several photos for our use that are not found 
on his web site.

What started as a hobby is now a business, as he now 
builds motorcycle models on commission full-time. 
Because he prefers to model his creations by measuring 
and scaling down parts from a real example of a 
particular motorcycle, his early selection is naturally 
based on bikes that he owned or are at least more 
available in Spain: Montesa, Bultaco, CZ, MV Agusta, 
etc. However, he has also modeled classics from Indian, 

Henderson, Griffon and NSU as well.  Though many of 
these bikes may not be familiar to American riders, the 
quality of the model itself means that you might as well 
be seeing the real thing.
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The Internet Craftsmanship Museum Presents: Pere Tarragó
Added to the museum on 5/21/2008

Magnificent Motorcycle Models from Spain

AJR



Biography

Pere Tarragó took his first steps in the world of the 
model making when he was a child with Meccano 

(similar to Erector Set) pieces. Immediately he wanted 
to build more than the set-supplied pieces allowed, so 
he began to add his own pieces to obtain better results 
and more realism. 

When he was 16 he made his first car model with Zinc 
plates and welded tin, while still taking advantage of 
some pieces from Meccano.

Eventually he completed a series of seven cars for his 
first collection, which increased the necessity for 
perfection. 

He continually wanted to know more and to improve 
the fits and finishes of his pieces. Immediately he found 
out that he needed more and better tools to obtain the 
effects he was looking for. 

Conventional tools were no longer enough, as he 
needed his own very specific tools for his unique needs.

During the next ten years he experimented with all 
kinds of tools — lathes, milling machines, autogenous 
welding systems and more.
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BENELLI 250 GP

BENELLI 250 GP
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BENELLI 250 GP
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BULTACO METRALLA
and its parts



Since he was a big fan of real motorcycles himself, he 
began to build classic bikes, starting with Bultaco, Ossa, 
Montesa — the ones he owned himself — built on scale 
of 1:6. 

The quality of these creations was such that several 
magazines became interested in his work and a number 
have  published articles on his scale models.  (His web 
site links to scans of each of these articles. They are in 
Spanish, but the photos speak a universal language.)

Because of the high quality of his models, several 
organizations and companies have also been interested 
in his work and have promoted his creations.

Workshop

In order to build a model in scale Pere always starts off 
by referring to the original prototype. First, he observes 
the motorcycle in full detail to become completely 
familiar with its general lines; otherwise it would be 
possible to lose key details. 

He then begins to copy or trace the elements that 
involve engraving, decals, silk screening or other 
graphics from the real motorcycle; these elements are 
the only ones that he does not do in his own facility.

To build the model he first begins drawing the frame 
and wheels on a millimeter scale paper at 1/6 size.

When the motorcycle begins to take a general form 
beyond the frame and wheels he completes the final 
plan and begins construction of the engine and the rest 
of the parts until the model is finished.

This is when he adjusts and checks the operation of all 
the mobile elements of the motorcycle; such as, brakes, 
clutch, wheels, transmission, etc. 

Then he completely disassembles all the pieces and gives 
them the finishing touch — polishing, nickel, chrome 
plating, decoration or painting as required. 

Finally, he begins the re-assembly process, which takes 
approximately 250 to 400 hours depending on the 
model.
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BULTACO METRALLA



The usual materials he uses are steel, aluminum, brass, 
thin O-wire, Napa leather, polycarbonate and 
automotive paints. 

Once the model is finished, an album with 
documentation and photos showing the entire building 
and assembly process is prepared and given to the 
customer along with the finished model. A copy of the 
scaled plans is included in this file.

Visit Pere Tarragó’s web site at 
www.motoscalatarrago.com

We will finish this issue with a few vintage classics, 
starting with a motorcycle very familiar to you...

BMW R32, circa 1923

Translated from Pere Tarragó's message

“This model was constructed in about 100 days, averaging 
6 hr/day. 

I have built this model from hundreds of pictures. With 
the materials I have used I have tried to imitate the 
original materials. 
The chassis (frame) is constructed from stainless steel with 
a scale of 1/5. 
The engine is made of aluminum from a mold made from 
earth (not sand) the way they used to do it. 
The finish is nickel plating rather than chrome and the 
paint is two-tone (black and white) to get a perfect match 
of the original. The paint is finished with transparent 
varnish to protect the fine white lines. 
The decorations (logos on gas tank) were made on a CNC 
machine on top of copper and tin. 
The mechanical parts function like the real full-size 
motorcycle. The clutch and shift controls are functional, 
and a hand lever actuates the brakes, expanding the brake 
pads in the drum. The throttle functions also. 
The front suspension works with friction plates and two 
leaf springs.”
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Model size: Scale: 1/5 - Overall Length = 40 cm (15.75") - Weight = 1.8 kg (4 lb)
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