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Well, judging by the amount of email I received, it looks 
like quite a few of you enjoyed the News Express. I think 
the format is right. We might have a few cosmetic alte- 
rations coming during the year, but nothing drastic.

We will have four publications per year, one per season 
(hence the decor above my head). The First Edition was 
a teaser, designed to catch your attention and your 

interest. The following issues of the newsletter won’t disappoint you either, 
the material should be of great interest to you, allowing you to share your 
passion and recruit new members for the club. 

I am also planning to release two Special Editions this year. These editions 
might or might not have anything to do with Guzzi but they will for sure 
feed your technical interest and will open your eyes on what is happening in 
the motorcycle world. And if I get enough feedback on these specials, I will 
have them on my regular publication schedule.

I am not reinventing the wheel, so this newsletter is not going to compete 
with any commercial publication found at your corner store. The job of 
newsletter editor is not easy and therefore I am counting on your collabo- 
ration to send me articles and pictures of your adventures. It is not a 
contest, you will not be judged on your penmanship, we just want to share 
your story with others.

Else than your reports, I’ll bring in specialists who will explain lots of things 
on topics we must know. It won’t be boring but very informative. A few 
cartoons and jokes but nothing salty or out of control. I’ll do my best to 
keep out of politics in my editorials. It won’t be easy, because more often 
than enough, society and specialy politicians drive me crazy...

Phil is asking for your help. It would be nice to get your profile in the 
newsletter. I always liked to put a face on a name or on an email address. 
The word went thru a while ago and many of you are collaborating. 
Fantastic...

We will start the season with the History of the Marque, shared by Guzzi. 
This condensed story is a nice portrait of the brand you like so much. 
Followed by a report on the 95th Anniversary gathering which I had to 
share with you guys and we also have a short interview with Roberto 
Colaninno (Piaggio CEO) and  more of course…

Generally speaking, this newsletter is yours. any comments and/or ideas are 
welcome. If you feel like having a regular column in this publication, send 
me an email.

Till next time... Ed.
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Greetings everybody,

Following rave reviews of the first edition of Moto Guzzi 
News Express, Pat has again done an excellent job of 
preparing the second edition, I'm sure you'll love this one 
as well.

I'm sure you are all getting tired of this winter weather and 
are looking forward to getting those bikes fired up and out on the road, I 
know that I am and  2017 looks like being a great year for riding.  Although 
I am not planning any major expeditions (at this time!) I will be heading 
down to North Carolina for my customary Memorial Day weekend trip 
and heading back with two NC buddies for the Ontario Guzzi Riders 
weekend spring ride around some of Nick Adams' favourite roads in the 
Kingston area which also includes a couple of nights in a lakeside resort.  

Then, the weekend before our rally in Lavigne, there's a group of us heading 
to the Michigan rally. Coming back from this rally, some of us will be 
taking a detour to ride a loop around Wawa, Chapleau and Thessalon 
before we head to the Ontario rally.

In the last edition I touched on the changes to the Ontario rally for this 
year. It will be held the same weekend as usual, the weekend before the 
Labor Day weekend, from the 25th to 27th of August, at the Joli Voyageur 
Resort and Campground, 95 Caron Road, Lavigne. This is the road right 
beside the Lavigne Tavern and the JV is just a short walk from the tavern.  
We will be taking pre-registrations this year, and there will be a rally 
fee.  The pre-registration rally fee will be $35 per person, plus $15 per night 
for camping at the JV. The rally fee at the gate will be $45. You can 
pre-register by sending me a cheque, or we will shortly have on-line 
pre-registration with payment through PayPal.  

The rally fee covers a very good buffet breakfast on Saturday, including an 
omlette station, Saturday evening meal and Sunday continental type 
breakfast for those who want to get away early.  It also covers awards, door 
prizes and a group ride on the Saturday. At the moment the route is not 
definite, but it will probably be a ride around Lake Nipissing, with a stop 
for lunch. We will also have a 50/50 draw, and maybe not-so-much of a 
show and shine, but at least a People's Choice Award.  I'm sure that Rodney 
and Carole Wolfe, the proprietors of the Joli Voyageur, will be organizing 
some evening entertainment, although just being with them around the 
campfire is usually entertainment enough! Friday will be the featured 
Tavern night with Brats and Burgers, courtesy of Guy Fortier, Tavern 
owner/Municipal Councillor/Guzzi owner and all round good guy. He also 
cooks a mean pizza and gets great craft beers for the Tavern and great 
musical acts. You can find all the details for alternative nearby accom- 
modation options on the ontarioguzziriders.com website.   

So, enjoy the following pages and I hope to see you shortly when the 
weather improves at one of our rides, or Guzzi rallies.
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www.corsameccanica.com

For the past twenty years, Phil Tunbridge has been the man behind the Ontario Guzzi Riders 

club. His dedication to the club and involvement in the annual rally allowed for the club to 

survive and grow.



On 15 march 1921, the company "Società Anonima 
Moto Guzzi" was constitued in the offices of the notary 
Paolo Cassanello in Corso Aurelio Saffi, Genoa, for "the 
fabrication and sale of motorcycles, and all other 
activities pertinent or correlated to the metalworking 
and mechanical engineering industries". the partners in 
the Company were the renowned Genoese ship owner 
Emanuele Vittorio Parodi, his son Giorgio and his 
friend Carlo Guzzi. Guzzi was a former comrade of 
Parodi's in the Italia Air Corps, as was another friend 
giovanni Ravelli, an aviator - like Parodi - who died, 
however, on 11 August 1919 during a test flight. It was 
in memoryof this friend that the spread-winged eagle 
motif in the Moto Guzzi badge was chosen.

The company's first motorcycle was the legendary 8 HP 
Normale. This was followed by successful models such 
as the 1928 Guzzi G.T., dubbed “Norge” to 
commemorate the expedition to the Polar Arctic 
Circle, and the Airone 250 (1939), which remained 
Italy's best selling medium capacity motorcycle for over 
15 years. In the meanwhile, the marque also notched up 
numerous racing successes. The first was in the 
prestigious Targa Florio in 1921, which marked the 
beginning of an impressive succession of victories: up 
until its withdrawal from motorsports in 1957, Moto 
Guzzi accumulated an enviable collection of accolades 
including, among other titles, an astonishing 14 world 
GP championships and 11 Tourist Trophies.

The years following the Second World War spawned 
models such as the Guzzino 65 (“Cardellino”), which 
was Europe's best selling motorcycle for over a decade. 
This was followed by the legendary Galletto (1950) and 
the Lodola 175 (1956). In 1950, Moto Guzzi installed 
a state of the art wind tunnel at Mandello del Lario, 
making it the first constructor worldwide to do so. The 

company's racing division was a team of brilliant minds, 
with engineers such as Umberto Todero, Enrico 
Cantoni and the Milanese Giulio Cesare Carcano, who 
would soon achieve legendary status for creating the 
285 Km/h Guzzi Otto Cilindri. 

At the end of the 1960s, Moto Guzzi presented the 90° 
V-twin engine that was to become the very symbol of 
Moto Guzzi itself. This powerplant was used as the 
basis for models such as the Guzzi V7, the V7 Special 
and yet another icon, the Guzzi V7 Sport. The glorious 
V-twin was also produced as smaller capacity V35 and 
V50 variants. The largest iteration of this engine 
powered the definitive Gran Turismo - the Moto Guzzi 
California, which evolved to include electronic 
injection and a triple-disc brake system. Dedicated to 
the US market, together with the Ambassador and 
Eldorado variants, the California boasted the classic 
850 cc engine capacity, a displacement that has since 
been rediscovered and brought back into the current 
range. Models like the Le Mans, Daytona, Centauro 
and Sport 1100 kept the sports heritage of the marque 
alive. The unmistakable style and character of these 
bikes were brought right up to date in the 1990s with 
the new California, Nevada and V11 Sport series.

On 30 December 2004 Moto Guzzi became a part of 
the Piaggio Group (chairman and managing director 
Roberto Colaninno), the European leader in the 
two-wheeler market and one of the world's major 
constructors in the sector. Expressing the spirit of this 
renaissance was the Breva 1100 presented in March 
2005, a new and successful Italian offering for the 
naked segment. September that same year saw the 
widely acclaimed launch of the Griso 1100, a bike 
boasting original engineering solutions and unique 
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styling. From April 2006, the Breva and Griso have also 
been offered with Guzzi's hallmark 850 cc engine size.

In May 2006, the Norge 1200 marked Guzzi's return to 
the Gran Turismo genre: a bike offering total 
protection from the elements, the new 1200cc V-twin 
engine and uncompromisingly generous standard 
equipment for devouring miles in complete comfort. 
The Norge earned the admiration of the 14 journalists 
who, in July 2006, rode a convoy of the bikes 4,429 Km 
to Cape North, following the route taken in 1928 by 
the bike's predecessor - the GT 500 created by 
Giuseppe Guzzi.
Testifying to the great passion that unites all Moto 
Guzzi owners, between 15 and 17 September, 15 
thousand Guzzisti from over 20 different countries 
flocked to Mandello del Lario for the fourth edition of 
GMG ('Giornate Mondiali Guzzi' - World Guzzi 
Days). Overseen by the Moto Guzzi Club, the 
countless Guzzi owners' associations around the world 
boast an unparalleled loyal following. There are over 
25,000 Motor Guzzi motorcycle club members 
worldwide (the largest group of which in the USA, with 
52 clubs in the country), and more than 70 internet 
websites dedicated to the brand.
 
Moto Guzzi has answered the dreams of its loyal fans, 
and the sporting heart of the Mandello Eagle is beating 
once again: in March 2006 at the legendary Daytona 
circuit, Gianfranco Guareschi scored a historic double 
victory by winning both heats of the Battle of Twins. 
On 6 March 2007, Guareschi repeated the performance 
and won the following year's edition in the saddle of his 
trusty Moto Guzzi. Spurred by these racing victories on 
the other side of the Atlantic, a new model was created 
to embody the sporting spirit of Moto Guzzi - the 1200 
Sport. Presented in October 2006, the 1200 Sport is a 

sophisticated naked, brimming with personality in 
every aspect of its design, chassis architecture and 
ergonomics, and powered by the latest 1200 cc 
generation of the 90° V-twin. 

2007 saw the Mandello based brand bursting with even 
more life than ever. At the 64th edition of the Milan 
EICMA Show at the end of 2006, Moto Guzzi 
presented the Griso 8V - an evolution of brand's 
mesmerizing naked powered by a new 4-valve engine 
producing over 110 hp - and the Bellagio, a custom 
powered by an oversquare 940 cc engine. During the 
global Piaggio Dealer convention held in Berlin in 
February 2007, the project for a new Moto Guzzi was 
unveiled - a large street enduro with the evocative 
name: Stelvio.
On 26 March 2007, against the backdrop of Lake 
Como, Moto Guzzi once again proved that it keeps its 
promises by presenting the definitive version of the 
Bellagio to the press just a few months after the 
Milanese show, while the following September, it 
unveiled the powerful Griso 1200 8V. 
2007 was also the year of the Giornate Mondiali Moto 
Guzzi event, which was given an even more exclusive 
touch by the appearance by the cinema star Ewan 
McGregor. The actor had come to Mandello del Lario 
to collect his white California Vintage, which he had 
purchased a few months previously when filming scenes 
for his adventure TV show Long Way Down at the 
Guzzi factory. EICMA 2007 was the setting for the 
world preview presentation of two models at opposite 
ends of the spectrum in the comprehensive Moto Guzzi 
range: the Stelvio 1200 and the V7 Classic. The Stelvio 
1200 was presented to the international press in March 
2008 in the medieval town of Rocca Salimbeni, the 
home of the Monte dei Paschi di Siena bank, while the 
following May, journalists were given their first chance 
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to test the abilities of the nimble V7 Classic on the 
streets of Milan. 
 
A significant testimony to the brand's quality came 
when Guzzi won the contract to supply 35 Moto Guzzi 
Norge GTs to the Berlin police, while 20 Moto Guzzi 
California Vintage bikes were delivered to the 
Corazzieri Italian Presidential guard corps the same 
year. 2009 saw the introduction of the V7 Cafè, a sports 
variant of the V7 to join the existing Classic, presented 
in Rome together with the Griso SE in March, and of 
the Stelvio NTX, which marked the introduction of 
ABS on the Guzzi's maxi enduro. This bike, presented 
to the international press on the roads of the 
Dolomites, is powered by the first upgrade of the 
“Quattrovalvole” engine, with new camshafts. 
At the end of 2009, during the 67th International 
Motorcycle Show in Milan, Moto Guzzi captured the 
world's attention with three futuristic prototypes 
designed by Miguel Galluzzi and Pierre Terblanche: 
V12LM, V12 Strada and V12 X, which immediately 
received the Motorcycle Design Association Award (a 
design association with 165 members in four 
continents) for the best motorcycle design.
 
In late 2009 the Piaggio Group also announced a 
significant investment programme, which involves not 
only the development of future Moto Guzzi product 
ranges but also the Mandello del Lario production 
facility, where a major restructuring project is currently 
in progress to make the plant more modern, functional 
and efficient to reflect the rebirth of the brand.

A spate of new Moto Guzzi models was also unveiled at 
the 2010 edition of EICMA Milan. The all-new family 
of large 1200 8V bikes with four valves per cylinder – 
namely the Stelvio 1200 8V, the Stelvio 1200 NTX and 
the Norge GT 8V – was presented at the show, while 
the press launch for the bikes was held on the roads of 
Tuscany in Spring 2011.
This year also saw the launch of the V7 Racer, a genuine 
production special with a 750cc engine inspired by the 
tuned specials of the 1970s based on the V7 Sport. The 
V7 Racer celebrates Moto Guzzi's traditional styling 
cues in a savvy mix of technology and exquisite 
craftsmanship. Details such as the chromed tank 
embellished with an elegant leather strap, and metal 
accents in the Moto Guzzi badge colour-matched with 
the red frame capture the attention at first glance. 
Boasting a small block engine of the same capacity is the 
Nevada Anniversario, which celebrates twenty years of 
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the “baby” Guzzi with a new sports custom to join the 
ever popular Classic.
 
2011 - the year of the 90th anniversary of Moto Guzzi - 
started off with a pleasant surprise: an all new version of 
the Moto Guzzi California. The prototype for the new 
California, powered by an all-new 1400 cc transverse 
90° V-twin, reinterprets the legacy of a legendary 
motorcycle in an original new design that emphasizes 
both the architecture of the engine and the generous 
dimensions of the saddle and the tank, which is 
sculpted around the cylinders.

But 2011 has many more exciting things in store to 
mark the 90th birthday of the Eagle brand: on 15 
March, the Piaggio Group celebrated the official 
anniversary of the foundation of Moto Guzzi with a 
highly anticipated announcement: Mandello del Lario 
will once again set the stage for the GMG event in mid 
September this year. Preparations are already under way 
for an extraordinary “90th Anniversary” edition of the 
Giornate Mondiali Guzzi, to give thousands of loyal 
Guzzisti from all over the world the chance to celebrate 
together with Moto Guzzi, discover the brand's future 
models and see at first hand the modernization and 
restoration work to transform the historic Mandello 
del Lario factory into a modern production facility, in 
which ninety years of glorious motorcycle history live 
side by side with the latest manufacturing technology.

2012 starts under the sign of the new V7 range. New 
engine, revamped design, brand new equipment: the 
legend of the V7 reaches its highest expression yet.
The new V7 (available in three versions: V7 Stone, V7 
Special, V7 Racer) is a 
completely new bike, 
more powerful, faster, 
t h r i ft i e r , m o r e 
e c o l o g i c a l , b e t t e r 
r e fi n e d a n d m o r e 
comfortable than the 
previous version, and 
yet still with a cardan 
s h a ft d r i v e n 9 0 ° 
t r a n s v e r s a l V t w o 
cylinder engine and 
double frame.
 
E v e n b e f o r e i t s 
presentation at the 
EICMA motor show in 

Milan, November 2012, the new Moto Guzzi 
California 1400 captured the attention of motorbike 
fans all over the world. The announcement heralding 
the debut of the new cruiser built in the historic factory 
in Mandello del Lario, and a few early rumors, were all 
it took to arouse curiosity and anticipation about the 
latest representative of a tradition that has established 
Moto Guzzi as an aristocrat among world motorcycle 
brands.
Refined style, cutting-edge technology and exceptional 
dynamic features characterize the new California 1400 
in the Touring and Custom versions, two distinct 
models in terms of personality and intended use. 
 
The new California 1400 is a bike of firsts, starting from 
the 1400 engine, a record engine size for a V-twin 
motorcycle engine in Europe. The powerful 90° 
transverse V-twin, elastically mounted on a brand new 
chassis, delivers a torque of 120 Nm at just 2750 rpm.

Everything on the California Touring and the 
California Custom contributes to combining the best 
of modern, cutting-edge technology with the classic 
style and elegance of the Moto Guzzi brand: multimap 
Ride by Wire accelerator, cruise control, MGCT 
traction control system and two-channel ABS. Hand 
built in the Mandello del Lario plant, where Moto 
Guzzi bikes have been turned out without interruption 
since 1921, the California 1400 models stand out for 
the attention to craftsmanship which each single 
component is assembled. A level of care that makes 
every Moto Guzzi California a unique piece, with the 
power to match and accentuate the strong personality 
of a passionate and exclusive clientele.
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Record attendance: 25 thousand fans at Mandello to 
celebrate the 95th anniversary of Moto Guzzi, the 
motorcycle manufacturer that is experiencing renewed 
youth.

The new Moto Guzzi MGX-21 was the star attraction 
of the three-day celebration from 9 to 11 september.

There was a full programme this year: test rides, 
shopping, visits to the factory and the museum, street 
food, live music and dj sets livened up the weekend at 
Mandello del Lario.

Mandello del Lario, 11 
September 2016 - It has been 
95 years since Carlo Guzzi 
and Giorgio Parodi founded 
the eagle brand. 

To celebrate the anniversary, 
this year Moto Guzzi once 
again organized an Open 
H o u s e , t h e t r a d i t i o n a l 
mid-September event where 
more than 25 thousand fans 

from all over the world participated. 

Thousands of bikers astride their Guzzis reached the 
Mandello plant from every latitude, not only from 
Europe (including Poland, Hungary and Great 
Britain), but even from Australia, China, Japan and the 
United States.

Record attendance is demonstration of the renewed 
youth that the Moto Guzzi brand is experiencing 
thanks to the success of the policies implemented by 

the Piaggio Group on a new 
product level, both in terms of 
bikes and accessories and 
lifestyle, as well as the 
operations conducted to 
strengthen the enthusiasts' 
community The Clan which, 
in these three days, registered 
hundreds of new members.

As always, Moto Guzzi 
opened the doors of the 
factory for visits to the 
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MOTO GUZZI OPEN HOUSE 2016
Record attendance: 25 thousand fans at Mandello to celebrate Moto Guzzi's 95th anniversary.



production lines and the historic museum. 

The programme this year, which included more 
initiatives than ever before, also hosted concerts and 
live music, as well as entertaining DJ sets. 

From Friday, it was already clear that the record for 
attendance set in the 2015 edition would be broken.

The bikers who participated did not miss out on the 
chance to test ride the current Moto Guzzi range: more 
than 700 test rides were taken astride the multifaceted 
Moto Guzzi V7II bikes (Stone, Racer, Special and the 
brand new Stornello), the powerful California 1400 
Touring SE, the luxurious Eldorado, the aggressive 
Audace, and the fledgling V9 in its Bobber and Roamer 
versions.

But the true star of the event was the fabulous 
MGX-21, the most spectacular bike ever produced at 
Mandello, protagonist at the 76th Sturgis Motorcycle 
Rally at the beginning of August, the most important 
motorcycle rally in the world held in South Dakota. 

The arrival of the MGX-21, defined by the American 
public as “the fastest bagger ever”, marks the beginning, 
even from the product point of view, of the five-year 
period that will lead to the 2021 centennial.

One of the most visited locations was the engine 
assembly line, where Moto Guzzi bikes are born for all 
of the markets around the world. 

As always, however, the centre of interest for everyone 
was the Historic Museum that houses more than 150 
motorcycles from the GP bikes of its origins to the 
MGS-01, as well as the first Normale produced in 1921, 
a true cult location and historical memory dedicated 
not only to motorcycle enthusiasts, but also to anyone 
who wants to learn about Moto Guzzi's success and 
numerous technological innovations, including the 
Wind Tunnel, always highly admired for having been 
the first and only one in the motorcycle field, an elegant 
work of technological art from the '50s.

Even the Italian Motorcycle Federation (FMI) decided 
to celebrate the important benchmark of Moto Guzzi's 
95 year anniversary, a brand whose trophy case boasts 
no less than 15 championship titles (8 Rider and 7 
Manufacturer) in Grand Prix Motorcycle Racing: On 
the occasion of the simultaneous Misano Adriatico 
MotoGP round, the federal president, Paolo Sesti, 
presented a celebratory plaque to Davide Zanolini, 
Director of Piaggio Group Marketing and 
Communication.
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Moto Guzzi’s home in Mandello del Lario, by Lake 
Como, has been there since Carlo Guzzi founded the 
Società Anonima Moto Guzzi, in association with 
Emanuele Vittorio Parodi and son Giorgio Parodi. 
Giorgio served in Italian Army Air Service during 
World War I, aside of Carlo Guzzi and Giovanni 
Revelli, who died after the war while testing a new 
plane.

It was in remembrance of Revelli that Carlo Guzzi and 
Giorgio Parodi included the legendary “spreading 
wings” Eagle in the Moto Guzzi logo. The Parodi-Guzzi 
association produced superb motorcycles from the very 
beginning and the Moto Guzzi factory became a 
reference point for thousands of enthusiasts. 

Despite the success and solid financial situation, Moto 
Guzzi’s headquarters never changed much because 
there was not land enough to expand the buildings. The 
reason? A range of Alpine rocks marks the northern 
limit of the factory area.

To cope with its growing success, Moto Guzzi in the 
1950s went vertical. The company built a three-story 
final assembly area and a product-validation 
department. Because land was scarce, this was a positive 
move, but the bikes were assembled on the third floor 
and tested on an oval track on the roof, then eased by 
crane back down to the ground. 

The irrationality of the Moto Guzzi production cycle 
would have horrified Henry Ford, but the system was 
never changed through the years. But then the Piaggio 
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MOTO GUZZI: Past, Present and Future
A brief history of the Mandello del Lario factory

plus a chat with Piaggio CEO Roberto Colaninno.
By Bruno dePrato



Group took over Moto Guzzi and CEO Roberto 
Colaninno launched a plan to fix things once and for 
all.

Now, the historic Mandello del Lario facility is 
undergoing a significant evolution. From the outside, 
the front-line buildings with the historic address of via 
Emanuele Vittorio Parodi 57 at Mandello del Lario 
look exactly the same. 

At the center is a huge red gate that proudly sports the 
oval Moto Guzzi logo. Equally unchanged are the 
second-row buildings, where part of the Moto Guzzi 
production now takes place. 
Inside, all these buildings have been vastly refurbished 
and reorganized, with all production lines now 
relocated there.

This move was made possible because the production 
numbers are much lower than they were in the 1950s 
and 1960s, when the range of Moto Guzzi models 
included the vastly popular 125cc Stornello and 160cc 
Lodola. 

Now, beyond the two rows of buildings, is a large area 
that has cleared by bulldozers, because Colaninno 
wanted the old, messy collection of odd buildings 
cleaned up.

Yes, Colaninno has a vision, but it still hurts to think of 
all the great Moto Guzzi creations by Chief Project 
Engineer Dr. Giulio Cesare Carcano that came to life 
there. 

Last time I met Colaninno at Moto Guzzi , I asked him 
a question and shared some thoughts: “What will be 
come of Mandello del Lario?  It is sacred ground to Moto 
Guzzi enthusiasts all over the world. Even though it’s less 
functional than other Piaggio Group facilities like the 
huge Pontedera factory or even the Aprilia one at Noale, 
the heart of Moto Guzzi is here.”

Colaninno’s reply: 
“Absolutely right! Moto Guzzi was born here and will 
always be here in Mandello del Lario. But things do not 
happen overnight. There was, and still is, a lot to be done 
to make this a perfectly rational and highly productive 
factory. 
I have a project and it is in its final stage of definition. I 
have seen the sketches of the general layout and it is 
fascinating, I promise. And I promise that what we are 
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going to give life to well represent Moto Guzzi at its 
absolute, ultimate best, from its glorious past tradition to 
the equally glorious future that we are designing for Moto 
Guzzi, its models and for the Mandello del Lario factory.

The new California 1400 models are a great success in all 
main markets, and so is the V7 line. Moto Guzzi is 
experiencing its strongest recovery and projections from 
now to the end of 2015 indicate that sales will keep 
increasing at a rate of close to 10 percent.

Speaking of the Piaggio Group in general, our next move 
will be in the environmentally friendly mobility systems, 
starting with a radically innovative electric bicycle that 
will be the most advanced in the field, featuring 
state-of-the-art lithium-ion batteries and a high efficiency 
electric motor designed and produced by Piaggio. 
Then there will be more at the coming EICMA. Our very 
solid financial condition grants Piaggio Group a full 
capacity to invest in a whole generation of radically new 
products that are being defined within all our makes to 
respond to the mobility needs of the next generation of 
active young people. 
We will do it by fielding all the most advanced 
technologies that the global research constantly makes 
accessible, including those that at present are not being 
associated with two- and three-wheeled vehicles. 
This is creativity applied to technology, and we will do it 
through highly refined design, which is where Italians 
have an undisputed tradition of absolute leadership.”
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2017 SPECIAL 
SPRING EVENT

OF THE ONTARIO GUZZI RIDERS CLUB

At the

Clear Lake Cottages Resort
Under the supervision of  Chris & Wendy Cadue

Event organized by 

Shaun Laughy
With the participation of

famous writer and adventurer

Nick Adams
as the Tour Guide and joined in this new 

touring adventure by some of
the fearless members of  the club.

Memorable photos and full coverage
of  this great trip will be yours to read

in our Fall issue of  the newsletter.



2017 V7 III RANGE

THE LEGEND CONTINUES

From its inception 50 years ago the small block engine 
has what is called a "heron" head, a flat-topped 
combustion chamber. New for 2017, the V7 family gets 
a modern hemispherical combustion chamber 
controlled by a Magneti Marelli ECU with adjustable 
traction control and the ability to recalibrate for 

different tire sizes. It’s the engine that completes this 
fantastic chassis.

2017 V7 III ANNIVERSARIO

TRIBUTE TO THE ORIGINS OF THE V7 LEGEND 
Dedicated to true admirers of the eagle brand, the V7 
III Anniversario implements cutting-edge technology 
to celebrate the unique style of the V7, the symbol of 
fifty years of international success for Moto Guzzi. The 
commemorative model is offered in a limited edition, 
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2017 V7 III ANNIVERSARIO: 
TRIBUTE TO THE ORIGINS OF THE V7 LEGEND 2017 V7 III  STONE: DARK URBAN SPIRIT



with the number forged on the machined-from-solid 
handlebar base. 

The V7 III Anniversario is unquestionably the most 
fully featured V7 ever, with a standard genuine leather 
saddle, a work of art worthy of the top customizers, 
polished aluminum fenders and milled engine cooling 
fins. The tribute to the original V7 includes an elaborate 
chrome motif, beginning with the fuel tank featuring 
the Moto Guzzi eagles in a gilt finish. Available May 
2017. Price TBA.

2017 V7 III  STONE
DARK URBAN SPIRIT

The dark soul of the V7 reveals its eclectic and essential 
nature with an aesthetic that eschews chrome in favor 
of matte black paint. The profoundly metropolitan dark 
matte look is completed with a single-dial instrument 
panel, a new saddle, a shortened front mudguard and, a 
unique feature in the V7 III range, light alloy spoked 
wheelrims. The V7 III Stone offers a foray into color, 
with versions reprising the color schemes of the 1970s: 
Azzurro Elettrico (Electric Blue), Verde Camouflage 
(Camouflage Green), Giallo Energico (energetic 
yellow) and the ever-present Nero Ruvido (Rough 
Black). Available April 2017. Price TBA.

2017 V7 III SPECIAL
CONTEMPORARY CLASSIC STYLE

The heritage of the original V7 is the inspiration for this 
elegant motorcycle, with generous chrome trim and 
shiny graphics, in Nero Inchiostro (Ink Black with 
green accents) and Blu Zaffiro (Blue Sapphire with 
orange and silver accents) versions. The colored band 
on the under-seat side panels matching the racing stripe 
on the fuel tank pays tribute to the unforgettable V750 
S3 from 1975. A host of distinctive details include 
spoked wheels with polished aluminum channels and 

black hubs, an instrument panel with two circular dials 
and the “old-school” look of the quilt-stitched saddle, 
complete with a new passenger grab rail. Available April 
2017. Price TBA.

2017 V7 III RACER
SPORTY SOPHISTICATION

True to the racing tradition of the eagle brand, the V7 
III Racer is a true custom bike with incredible attention 
to detail, offered in a limited edition. The references to 
Moto Guzzi’s sporting triumphs begin with the 
“Racing Red” color of the frame and swingarm, inspired 
by the legendary “red frame” V7 Sport from 1971, 
coupled with the new graphics for the satin-chrome 
fuel tank dominated by the red eagle. The racing look 
continues with the slip-ons and face racer saddle, while 
the side panels and injector covers in black anodized 
aluminum are a thing of beauty. This traditionally 
one-seat model shows its versatility with a standard 
type-approved two-seat version featuring special 
passenger footpegs, and Öhlins shock absorbers for 
improved handling. Available May 2017. Price TBA.
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The most badass 3 wheel motorcycle is not a Can-Am 
Spyder or Polaris Slingshot. It’s this incredible 
go-anywhere Moto Guzzi built in the early 1960s. 
Designed for the Italian army, it’s sporting full-time 
3WD, a six-speed transmission and a reverse gear.

It’s called the Autoveicolo Da Montagna (‘mountain 
car’) and it’s one of the most sophisticated military 
vehicles ever made. The design brief was simple: build a 
vehicle that could replace the mules used by Alpini 
troops for traversing steep mountain roads.

This example lives in a Russian museum called ‘The 
Motorworld by V. Sheyanov.’ Based near Samara in the 
southeastern part of European Russia, the museum is 
rammed with immaculately restored military 
motorcycles. But we’d take the Guzzi over anything 
else.

The restoration was carried out in Italy, though. It’s the 
work of maestro Costantino Frontalini, who runs his 
own museum for sidecars.
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There is something about a custom ride that will always stop us in our tracks. Well today we get a look at a 
rather unique example of such, the Moto Guzzi 3-Wheel Motorcycle.

The unique design boasts a chain-driven system which powers the front wheel and rear caterpillars that could 
be adjusted to the terrain. The unique design is definitely eye-catching and certainly makes for something 
unique for any collection of rides. 
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A little history: this Guzzi wasn’t the first 3 wheel 
motorcycle used by the Italian army. They used trikes 
during the Interwar years, usually hybrids—the front 
part of a production motorcycle, and a custom rear 
part, with a cargo body on two wheels. But this 
‘mechanical mule’ was the first truly ground-up 
design.

Technically, it’s a tour de force. The front wheel is 
chain-driven and there’s a switchable differential 
between the front and rear drives. The rear caterpillars 
could be adjusted according to terrain, and cargo 
capacity was a hefty 500 kilos (1,100 pounds).

The client was General Ferruccio Garbari, who 
became fed up of the traditional mules used by his 
mountain troops. Moto Guzzi gave the project to one 
of its most talented engineers, Giulio Carcano, and in 
March 1960 a prototype of the 3 wheel motorcycle 
was ready.

After a year of tests and modifications, the contract 
was signed. The 500cc single-cylinder engine 
originally earmarked (and used in the 3×2 Motocarro 
Militare) was ditched, replaced by a new V-Twin 
750cc engine dubbed the ‘Carcano V7’ in honor of its 
creator.

The trike was capable of tackling 31-degree inclines. 
But that capability became its biggest weakness as well 
as its strength. Several riders were killed in rollovers, 
and the Italian army cancelled production in 1963.

The complexity of maintenance didn’t help either: the 
Guzzi was harshly nicknamed Orgia di ingranaggi, or 
‘orgy of gears.’

Motorworld rep Peter Moskovskikh details the 
history of this particular machine. “We bought it from 
a collector in Rimini. It wasn’t in bad condition, but it 
needed a full restoration. The work took about six 
months—the main problem was finding all the 
accessories.”

Those include a Beretta 38/49 light submachine gun, 
the ubiquitous Italian weapon of World War II, and 
caterpillar tracks to fit over the rear wheels. On the 
right side is the emblem of the Torino Alpini, one of 
the last remaining active mountain infantries in the 
world.

If you want a go-anywhere machine but modern-day 
adventure bikes don’t tickle your fancy, maybe a 
military 3 wheel motorcycle is the way to go. Just 
don’t expect to find one on your local Craigslist.



The Moto Guzzi Superalce, 
born under fire from the 
Russian steppes to the African 
desert!

I have always wanted to learn 
more about the golden age of 
Moto Guzzi. The time before 
the v-twin. The time when 
Moto Guzzi was known as a 
builder of quality, solid, reliable 
production motorcycles and 
synonymous with rac ing 
success on the track.

The days when Moto Guzzi built single cylinder 
motorcycles for as long as it has been producing its 
famous v-twin engined bikes. Single cylinder thumpers 
that "delivered its power stroke every other lamppost" 
in the words of Mike Walker.

These bikes are so solid there are a great many still 
around, but I hadn't managed to convince an owner to 
write a feature...until Ziorido joined Squadra Guzzista, 
that is. 

He owns the impressive looking Superalce in the 
picture and is also the proud owner of a Galetto, one of 
the most successful Moto Guzzi motorcycles of all time. 
He agreed to write his feature but I had to wait until he 
returned from holiday...the suspense was gripping...

"Italy and the war. It is true, the Superalce is a military 
motorcycle. The last and most powerful real war 
machines available to the Italian Army at that point in 
time. 

It did not participate directly 
inSecond World War military 
operations as it was, in fact, 
produced from 1946 but the 
project was born from the 
toughest experiences and most 
testing conditions for any 
vehicle 's design, that of 
military armed conflict. 

The machine was forged in 
campaigns, terrain, and varying 
conditions stretching from 
Russia, through Europe, and as 

far as Africa. 

The Superalce was born from the battlefields where the 
"Duce" threw Italy into the "Great Fascist War" as he 
called it. 

Even though the Superalce did not see action in World 
War II, Italy's troops had been on a war footing since 
the mid 1930s following the invasion of Abyssinia in 
1935. 

The bike's predecessor, the Alce (Elk) had been 
developed as the prime motorcycle for the army from 
the earlier GT20. 

This bike had been an improvement over the original 
army bike, the GT17 of 1936, but had improved 
ground clearance (a necessity for a military motorcycle) 
although it retained the 13.2bhp overhead exhaust and 
side valve motor.
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Moto Guzzi 
Superalce



The Alce had the addition of an oil pump automatic 
valve, an improved frame, and changes to the exhaust 
system to enable it to operate in a variety of conditions. 
It continued in production until 1958 even though it 
had been supplanted operationally in 1946 by the 
Superalce. interestingly, the Alce was also available in 
the form of a small truck under the name Trialce.

Initially, the Alce's role was primarily that of mount for 
the army's dispatch riders but its reliable, rugged design 
was recognized and adapted for use as a reconnaissance 
vehicle and could be seen as a mount for light machine 
guns such as the Breda 30 or even light artillery pieces 
for rapid incursion and infantry support functions. 

It gained legendary status in the army and, from the 
shifting sands of the African Sahara to the extreme 
frosts of the Don river front in Russia bore the 
remnants of the Italian armies on their homeward 
journey, not just metaphorically but in many cases 
physically.

When the Superalce arrived as successor to the mighty 
Alce it was immediately welcomed and universally 
loved by troops, gaining a reputation as a vehicle that 
did what it was asked and could be relied upon to 
perform without fuss or complaint...military qualities 
indeed!

The Superalce was not a radical departure for Moto 
Guzzi. The main change was in the engine layout as 
opposed to principal design. It no longer had side valves 
as had been the Mandello tradition since the earliest 
days but now carried a overhead valve arrangement. 

It was a simple and gradual development (a common 
and still current Guzzi trait) using the successful frame 
design from the series V motorcycles and Alce, and 
mating this with the newer overhead valve configured 
motor. It did not seem possible, but in this format the 
bike became even more robust, reliable, and powerful 
than its predecessor...a Superalce by name and nature!

The rest of the configuration was more traditional; 
horizontal cylinder layout, "Badminton" type external 
gears with four speed box, and the same drum brakes, 
forks and swingarm that had proved so effective in the 
Alce. 

One overtly obvious change had been the removal of 
the oil tank from its old exposed position. It was now 
incorporated into the design of the petrol tank 
assembly to enable the engine to be mounted higher in 
the frame. 

This was the solution by which improved ground 
clearance was achieved and, with it, much greater 
performance over rugged terrain. The overall result was 
one of a longer, more Spartan motorcycle in appearance 
although not entirely unappealing, and a superior 
performer over the older model.

Riding this bike is a thrilling experience. It is hard to 
imagine this motorcycle is now more than 60 years old. 
It is possible to glide effortlessly up hills without the 
slightest vibration being evident. This is remarkable for 
a single cylinder motorcycle without any apparent 
method of damping. 

It is actually in mountainous or hilly terrain where the 
Superalce excels. It is a tireless hill climber pulling 
strongly from low down in the rev range in a way that 
doesn't seem possible on a modern motorcycle. 

It was designed with off road uise in mind but is just as 
adept on tarmac, it's only flaw being the braking which 
is not as strong as you would like.

The Superalce has been mostly overlooked by 
enthusiasts and collectors. The brutal-looking military 
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based functional design with graceful 1940s touches has 
a kind of post-punk aesthetic appeal and is now 
gathering a devoted following thanks in no small part 

to its efficient and reliable mechanicals as well as its, 
undoubtedly Spartan, yet irresistible charm."
Pics by Ziorido. Words by Ziorido and Guzzista.
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More photos of Andrea’s Superalce
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MEMBER PROFILE       N° 001

IDENTITY
Name: Phil Tunbridge
Birth year: 1949
Address: Barrie, ON
Country: Canada
Email: guzziphil@hotmail.com

CLUB
Position: Club Founder
Member since: 1991

MOTORCYCLE
Brand: Moto Guzzi
Model: Quota
Year: 2000

The very first time I rode a motorcycle was very nearly the last. I was 15 years old, working 
weekends at Elstree Aerodrome, and the motorcycle was a Triumph single cylinder machine, although 
I have no idea exactly what it was. I was used to the concept of a clutch, having learned to 
drive on a five hundred gallon petrol bowser, but I had no clue about motorcycle controls and 
managed to launch the machine straight towards an aircraft, waving the front wheel in the air. I 
managed to survive that incident, and a short while later, when working full time as an 
engineering apprentice at Fairey Aviation, I purchased a 50cc NSU moped, followed by a 150cc 
Lambretta scooter.  Although the idea was to use these for commuting, I seem to remember still 
having to use a bicycle on many occasions. This was when I learned the basics of motorcycle 
mechanics and maintenance.

When I was 18 my mother lent me the money to purchase a new machine, a Honda Super 90 Sport, 
almost a real motorcycle! When I was growing up, shortly after the war, money was in short supply 
and for several years my father had to ride a motorcycle to get to work. Traffic was a lot less 
in those days, so my parents were not totally against me having a motorcycle.

Eventually, I was able to afford a car and the 
motorcycle was put aside for a while and 
eventually sold, but after a few years of 
commuting in north London traffic, I decided that 
another motorcycle could save me lots of time, so 
I bought a used Honda SL125 "trailbike". OK, so 
it wasn't a very capable dirt bike, but I still 
enjoyed messing around in the woods close to 
home, but then there was "the accident". I'm sure 
you've all heard that there are two types of 
motorcyclist; those who have had an accident and 
those who are going to have an accident. Well, 
this was mine. Started out to work one morning 
and woke up three days later in hospital. I 
surprised the doctors by surviving, and I even 
repaired the bike and started riding again, 
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because, although I couldn't remember 
anything about the accident, and there were 
no witnesses, I still believe, with reason, 
that it was not my fault.
After getting the bike roadworthy again, I 
set off to see my friend in the United 
States Air Force in Kaiserslautern, Germa- 
ny. Whilst I was staying with him, he told 
me of the new XT500 trailbike from Yamaha, 
and we set off to the local store to see 
one.
I think, without exaggeration, that I can 
say that trip changed my life. Yes we saw 
the new Yamaha, but parked next to it were 
two Moto Guzzi 750 S3s and an 850 leMans.
I ended up buying one of the Yamahas the 
following year, but I never forgot the Moto 
Guzzis and I rode the Yamaha to several 
Guzzi dealer open days and test rode seve- 
ral of their models, a T3, the SP1000, and 
a leMans.

The following year I sold my Yamaha and set off for an extended vacation in the USA. After 
spending some time in California, I realised that you don't need money to buy toys, so when I got 
back home I found a two year old leMans and a compliant bank  manager and began my love affair 
with Moto Guzzi.   
I mistreated the leMans for about a year, commuting to work, but then realised that the bike was 
better than that and, after buying a cheap car, I set about refurbishing the bike and including a 
big bore kit whilst I was at it. The refurbishing was interrupted by my immigration to Canada. 

I said the trip to Germany changed my life, because, for reasons I won't go into here, I wouldn't 
have taken the trip to the US if I hadn't bought the Yamaha, and that trip was instrumental in my 
immigration. The bike didn't follow for a few years and in the meantime I made do with a Yamaha 
XT250, but when the Guzzi did arrive I rode many happy miles on it in Ontario and the Eastern US. 
I cannot say that my adventures were entirely without incident, due to the many modifications, 
some not particularly wise, that I performed on the bike, but the bike did perform and handle 
well, when it was running! In 850 form you had to open the throttle slowly or the engine would 
stumble badly, but in 950 form with the same 
36mm carburettors, it pulled like a freight 
train from the word go. Amongst the other 
modifications were 850T3 wire spoke wheels, 
LaFranconi exhausts, a Ducati 900SS fairing 
and a homemade seat with a supposedly 
aerodynamic pod on the back  that gave me 
somewhere to carry my toolkit, rainsuit and 
sandwiches.
Another side of my motorcycle riding was 
trailriding and myself and several friends 
started trailering our bikes down to Mexico 
for exploring the Copper Canyon area. After 
the first trip with my Yamaha 250 I decided a 
1983 Honda XR350 would be more suitable and 
this provided many miles of fun. A couple of 
my friends, ex-motocross riders, decided to 
race the Baja 1000 in 1989 and  I went along 
to support them and also to pre-run some of 
the course on my XR. That was lots of fun, 
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but I'm afraid there's not enough room here 
for all the stories.

After riding the leMans for several years, I 
had the opportunity to buy an 850T and I 
wasn't getting any younger, so the thought of 
a more upright riding position was rather 
appealing for the longer distances that I was 
starting to cover on my rides. The T served me 
well for several years, but when I was 
contacted by an eager would-be Guzzi owner, 
who was interested in buying both the leMans 
and the T, I could foresee a chance to buy a 
new Guzzi.

Unfortunately, at this time, Guzzi did not 
have any models which conformed to my idea of 
the ideal bike. I'm not a cruiser guy, and the 
then new V11 Sport was a little out of my 

price range and I had grown out of the Sport riding position. I would have liked a moder- nised 
version of the T. Maybe a bit more power, but mostly better suspension and electrics was what I 
was after. I had borrowed a Quota for a week on a business trip to California, and although I 
didn't consider that to be ideal, I thought that I could live with one, so in 2002 I bought a new 
Quota 1100ES in black.

The more I rode the Quota, the more I came to love it, but there were a number of problems that 
needed rectification, and a number of modifications that enhanced my enjoyment. The first thing 
was superbike handlebars, next was a 19" front wheel in place of the 21" standard wheel. At the 
same time, I also lowered the bike 1½" overall, fitted a removable auxiliary fuel tank in place 
of the left pannier and installed a Mistral crossover with a Nikko Racing carbon fibre muffler.  
I rode the Quota all over the States and Canada, although I still have a bit more ground to cover 
out east in Canada. In 2013 I rode to Alaska and back, and so far I've ridden it for 155,000 
Quota km. Considering that for various reasons I wasn't riding it for three years and that the 
Quota odometer reads around 7% low, that's a pretty respectable  total, in my book.

Due to a manufacturing mis-alignment of the Quota rear drive, around 2010 I had to replace the 
bevel gears and ended up completely renewing the rear end and real wheel which meant that the 

bike was really off the road for a couple of 
years. In the meantime of course, I needed 
something to ride and bought a 2005 Triumph 
Thruxton from my good friend, Mark Tenney, 
North Carolina MGNOC rep. This great bike has 
served me well, although the riding position 
is a little too sporty for long distance 
comfort and it is, after all, chain drive.

In 2015, I was offered a great deal on a 2007 
Norge and rode that throughout 2015.  It's a 
great bike and I thoroughly enjoyed it, but 
in 2016, for various reasons, I went back to 
my old friend, the Quota.  
I originally thought that the rider's pro- 
files would also include some of our more 
memorable rides, but I'm pretty much out of 
space here and I haven't started on the rides 
yet! Maybe we can do that some other time. 
Meantime, I'll go back to my Quota and enjoy 
riding all over the North American continent.
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IDENTITY
Name: Peter Van Schaik
Birth year: 1952
Address: Creemore, On
Country: Canada
Email: peter390b@gmail.com

CLUB
Position: Member
Member since: 2012

MOTORCYCLE
Brand: Moto Guzzi
Model: California II EV
Year: 2004

I first started riding at 12 years old with my 
‘very’ used $14.oo ‘Sears’ mini bike. Dad at the 
time had a Harley 45. 

Later I purchased a nice 1968 Triumph Tiger Cub 
when I was 15, and then quickly progressed to BMWs 
and Harleys, which I enjoyed for many years. 

Ryerson Engineering and military courses started 
my various job positions in many locations. 

At times the military allowed me ride my motor- 
cycle when I was transferred out west, and they 
actually paid for the gas money, meals and hotel 
expenses! Most of the time my bike just stayed 
parked outside the barracks – but the trips on the 
road were excellent.

After a vacation to Sturgis and actually seeing a 
Moto Guzzi on the road, I purchased a 2001 Jackal, 
and eventually my 2 California touring bikes. One 
is a 1984 California II, the other a 2004 EV.

At 64 years old I am now retired from the Army. I 
worked as a Combat Engineer Captain, and I also 

did contract teaching at a Community College – sometimes with the troops!  

Now I lead the quite retired lifestyle on our 100 acre horse farm with my 
daughter, and enjoy our local vintage motorcycle club with rides and rallies.
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Moto Guzzi V9 Bobber



Unique, strategic, cult , pioneer, innovator, 
independent, lifestyle, truth, strength, pride, belonging 
and passion are just some of the adjectives used to 
describe Moto Guzzi’s motivational thrust. These 
words were ashed on screen at the world press launch of 
its new V9 Bobber and Roamer, coinciding with this 
legendary manufacturer’s 95th birthday celebration at 
its Mandello del Lario headquarters and factory.

This was heady stuff, as being at the epicenter of a brand 
that, love it or not, simply shouts history. While 
exuding its own unique, legendary style and location 
along the splendor of the Northern Italian shores of 
Lake Como, Moto Guzzi’s presentation was quite 
overwhelming.

To walk through the Moto Guzzi property is akin to 
visiting almost any of Italy’s cathedrals. As when 
entering a duomo, one begins to speak more quietly, as 
though in reverence and reflection of the history that is 
so pervasive in every building. Aged and peeling paint, a 
bit of crumbling masonry, and even war have 
contributed to the patina.

Visiting the old wind tunnel at the back of the property 
and staring at the huge intake and giant propeller blades 
is awe-inspiring. This was the industry’s first wind 
tunnel, and it is now past antique. It might still work, 
but I didn’t think to ask.

When approached, one conjures up thoughts of a mad 
scientist’s laboratory, with its 1930s-style controls and 
old-style gauges, and what this might have seemed like 
when new. On the way back to the main entrance, I see 
the now-gated, and once oft-used, air raid tunnels 
carved into the side of the hill that serve as just another 
reminder of the span of time seen by this company in 
this location.

With all this as a backdrop, the new V9 models do not 
disappoint. They are firmly rooted in Guzzi history and 
are original, authentic, and minimal—more supplied 
adjectives but true, nonetheless. There is nothing fake 
about them and you will find precious little plastic in 
the build—a strongly stressed point. Moto Guzzi 
proudly says it is made of iron and aluminum.

Moto Guzzi, like so many other lifestyle brands, targets 
and markets this new machine less to their stalwart old 
clients than to the young, new, female, and urban riders 
who make up the fabric of today’s emerging worldwide 

motorcyclist community. Even to these newcomers 
Guzzi wants to retain the connection to 1921, and 
from this the look, feel, design, and materials of the V9 
are drawn.

The V9 is the logical and awaited upgrade from the V7. 
It is also the culmination of the factory’s refreshing of 
its line in the past two years, especially with the new 
1400 cruisers. Sales are not only focused on the 
above-mentioned groups, but also on the customizing 
crowd. As is the strategy lately, Moto Guzzi will offer a 
complete catalog of apparel, accessories, custom parts 
and personalization kits, including leather panniers, 
racks, fork braces, tanks, levers, shocks and almost 
everything in between.

Moto Guzzi has developed the V9 line around the 
newly designed Euro 4 compliant oil/air cooled SOHC 
V-twin motor that, naturally, incorporates its signature 
90-degree, transverse mounted architecture and shaft 
drive. It wasn’t always like that for Moto Guzzi, and in 
its museum are examples of the many engine 
configurations the firm has built over the decades, 
including singles, inline V-twin, inline-4, and the epic 
eight-carb, liquid-cooled, DOHC V8 racer of the 
1950s.

The three floors containing 95 years of motorcycle 
designers’, engineers’, and managers’ dreams fulfilled are 
sitting within reach. This creates a personal, almost 
electrical, connection to the marque and its history. The 
venue is in perfect harmony with the factory and its 
location.

Long, intimate, narrow halls are neatly crammed with 
bikes, mini service carts, rototillers, a three-wheeled car, 
two- and three-wheeled scooters, but mostly bikes. I 
actually had some time alone in one hall and felt an 
indescribable link in the room to an energy that was 
unique in all my experience. If you are ever in the 
neighborhood, even if you are not a Guzzisti, I suggest 
you make arrangements to visit.

There is no surprise, then, that the feel of the V9 motor 
is so akin to that of the 1974 Eldorado 850 I rode last 
year. Naturally, much has changed since the early days, 
yet even compared to the two-year old V7, the advances 
are stark and start with the new motor.

Moto Guzzi was able to achieve Euro 4 certification 
without having to resort to water-cooling, as other 
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2016 Moto Guzzi V9 Bobber & Roamer Test On The Shores Of Lake Como
by Jonathan Handler
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manufacturers have ultimately done to their classic 
air-cooled designs. The clean radiator-free look lives on.

The flywheel weight has been increased by 30-percent 
for greater engine inertia. It is easy to feel the effect of 
this, and it helps smooth out engine ring impulses and 
the slightly abrupt throttle response I felt coming off 
idle. Moto Guzzi claims 55 horsepower and 45 
ft/pounds of torque, 95-percent of which is available 
from 2500 to 6500 rpm. It does this in a package that 
weighs about 440 pounds.

Few details have been overlooked. MG claims 
90-percent of the bike’s composition is new. They have 
re-geared the 6-speed overdrive transmission with 
higher ratios on low and top gears, added a new 
aluminum swingarm and double-joint final drive design 
as well as an all new single-plate dry clutch that has a 
light pull, easy action and feels like a slipper even 
though it is not. V7 owners will like this.

From this new motor, Moto Guzzi has created a V9 
Bobber and a V9 Roamer with the same basic structure. 
They share everything, save the front wheel size, 
handlebars, seat, and finish. The Moto Guzzi adspeak 
tells us, “Two souls – different bikes.” As similar as 
these two are on paper, they have decidedly different 
personalities and the manufacturer has anointed them 
with the correct paint and colors to match what might 
be the two faces of the ancient Roman deity Janus.

The Roamer’s personality stresses tradition, shiny 
chrome and paint, and a comfortable ride. The Bobber 
angles toward sporty graphics, matte finishes, and a 
less-traditional appearance.

Aside from the paint and chrome, or lack thereof, the 
biggest differentiator between models is the Roamer’s 
100/90-19 front tire, and the chubby 130/90-16 on the 
Bobber. Although they share a 150/80-16 rear tire, the 
effect of changing the front is marked in looks, and 
there is a slight difference in the feel of the two models 
over the road.

The old school part of me likes the Roamer for the 
chrome accents, glossy paint, and a look that is more 
connected to vintage models. While I like this look 
best, I am drawn toward the matte black, dark grays, 
subtle shades, and nearly color-free looks of the Bobber. 
I’ll go on record here as personally preferring the 
Bobber because I like the look, and the heftier front 
bun seemed to work better for my riding style.

The Roamer gets slightly pulled-back chrome 
handlebars, while the Bobber utilizes a flatter drag-style 

bend. At first glance, I thought the riding position 
would change due to this different shape, but the 
Bobber has a taller set of bar risers yielding about the 
same riding position for both models. I’m your average 
six-footer and the cockpit on both bikes felt similarly 
comfortable and roomy.

Both bikes have seats under 31 inches high, making 
either V9 accessible to almost any sized rider. I found 
the thin seats well shaped and comfortable, but only for 
about 30 minutes, after which I felt as though I was 
sitting on a plank. This might be the first item buyers 
will customize.

The dashboard and controls hearken back to earlier 
days, yet the single, round speedometer hides a 
full-function trip computer, with all the usual data, 
displayed on an LED rectangle screen within the dial. If 
you opt for the Moto Guzzi Media Platform, the rider’s 
smartphone may be mounted on the bike and 
connected to the system, allowing the rider to monitor 
up to five different data streams simultaneously.

Changing values is as easy as touching any of the fields 
and repeatedly pressing until the data you want to see is 
visible. The pilot may monitor fueling, power, revs, 
speed, lean angle, and more. This system even records 
the position of the bike on your phone to reference if 
you forget to note its location in a large parking lot.

Along with this modern touch are other amenities 
commensurate with new motorcycles, such as two-level 
(plus off) traction control with a dedicated switch, 
ABS, and a USB socket under the seat.

The geometry is a compromise between handling and 
stability. Both models were eager to turn and happy to 
bend to full lean, at which time the foot pegs will make 
contact and remind riders to back off slightly.

The chassis is a steel twin-tube cradle matched to 
traditional non-adjustable 40mm forks, and twin 
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shocks adjustable only for spring preload. The 
suspension action was stiffer than I had anticipated, 
though the handling is crisp and willing, and the 
suspension is without any harshness.

To match the sporty ride, a single Brembo four-pot 
caliper is mounted up front, with a two-piston clamp in 
the rear. They do a good job overall, but a hard or 
stabbing pull of the front lever will make the bike steer 
slightly to the right, though this reaction was absent in 
normal use.

Around Lake Como, I rode every kind of road 
imaginable— from an easy putt on the level lakeside 
roads to multiple linked hairpins, and then onto the 
Autostrade at speeds over 85 mph. The V9s gobbled 
this up with nary 
a complaint.

At a quick pace, 
you won’t shift 
into sixth gear 
until around 65 
mph or so. This 
is a result of the 
gearing changes 
versus the V7, as 
well as the need 
to make good 
p o w e r . I 
appreciate that 
higher ratio, and 
there is power 
enough to pull 
well in top gear.

Adequate torque 
translates to a 
strong feeling of 
the engine ring impulses, even with the heavier 
flywheel, and this is a pleasant vibration. The motor has 
that nice, at torque curve, yet it wants to be revved; the 
tachometer will charge right to the 7000 rpm redline 
without any stress. Any feelings of buzziness don’t start 
until over 75 mph in sixth, and then it is only moderate 
and not distracting.

Cruising on these machines is fun. The transmission 
and clutch combination are as smooth as olio d’oliva, 
and it is just so easy to ride yet rewarding even for jaded 
riders who have ridden everything on the road. Moto 
Guzzi allowed us a free riding day, and a group of four 
old friends took off north following the lake. Our pace 
was sedate at first, then increased to a nice cruising 

speed as the morning drizzle abated. We rode partially 
in rain, and the V9 was happy in its every move with 
the TC set to 2 (Rain).

Our route was dotted by charming coastal towns and 
villages colored in the faded and subtle rust, yellow, 
green, and gray that is common around this area. Our 
lunch stop was in Colico Piano, a dot on the map near 
the northernmost point of Lago di Como, not more 
than a 30-mile ride from the Swiss border. This close 
proximity was reflected in the menu, which offered 
more cold cuts and Tyrolean-influenced foods than 
traditional Italian.

When you ride the Alps you best have your switchback 
skills honed to their highest levels. In Italy, hairpin 

bends are called 
t o r n a n t i , a n d 
they often appear 
out of nowhere, 
although you will 
sometimes see 
the signs. They 
are most often 
l o c a t e d w h e n 
traversing a pass, 
or simply rising 
away from the 
lake and into the 
mountains. They 
are frequently 
just wider than 
one lane, and 
unstriped.

The routine is 
the same—down 
into first gear 

(sometimes second if there is room), start as wide as you 
dare and crane your neck around the curve looking for 
oncoming traffic and the notorious Audis that always 
seem to take the racing line through the turns.

The Moto Guzzi V9s executed these masterfully as they 
are easy to steer at low speeds and can carve through all 
but the most severe. In those cases, I simply idled 
through, always prepared to hit the throttle or the 
brakes dependent upon what was coming the other 
way.

One sign said “9 Tornanti.” Being forewarned and 
counting them down is helpful, but visiting riders 
should bring their A games, along with a willing Italian 
motorcycle such as one of the new Moto Guzzi V9s.
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Joe Bar Team is  a famed series  of biker comics whose main characters 
experience all sort of situations and adventures every-day riders encounter 
often in real life. The first volume was initially released in 1990 and has  had ten 
more volumes  for a  total of eleven. The riders adventures  were originally settled 
in 1975 Paris but their motorcycles were switched for more modern ones in 
some of the comics. The time setting is  not really important, since the 
situations  they encounter are timeless. The first issue, translated in English, 
being the best rated of the series.



It's 8AM Tuesday morning and you 
peer out your kitchen window. 
Although the weatherman on TV had 
announced the night before that clear 
skies were in  today's forecast, dark grey 
rain clouds are looming in the distance. 
While sipping on your morning 
cup-a-Joe, you try to estimate just how 
soon they'll be hovering over your 
home and contemplate thoughts to 
yourself such as, 'If I leave now, maybe, 
just maybe I'll be able to make it in to 
work without  getting wet.' 
After all, that shiny bike of yours, 
sitting in the garage all night is begging 
for you to take it for another spin. 
You glance back up at the clouds and 
decide that yet again, you will chance it 
and ride on into work. In case luck is 
not on your side, here are some tips on 
how to prepare for riding in the rain 
and to keep yourself as dry and as safe as 
possible without having to succumb to 
driving to work in a cage. Let's begin!

Gear 
In an ideal situation, you'll have 
invested in some all weather riding gear 
including waterproof boots and if that's 
the case then good for you! The 
minimum investment you should have 
on hand when it comes to rain gear is 
waterproof gloves that fasten securely 
around your wrist. Not only do gloves 
keep your hands dry during a 
rainstorm, but they'll also help keep 
them warm too. Another option is 
purchasing a rain suit to wear over your 
leathers if you don't have all weather 

gear. Waterproof your boots prior 
to riding in the rain as an extra 
precaution. However if you still 
don't want to spend a few extra 
d o l l a r s o n a r a i n s u i t a n d 
waterproofing boot spray, then 
another, albeit low-cost option is to 
wear a couple of large trash bags 
over your clothing and plastic 
grocery bags inside your boots 
wrapped around your socks to help 
with rain-proofing yourself. Riding 
in the rain is not fun, but it's even 
worse if you get soaked.

Tires 
Tires with a good tread pattern on 
them are the safest type to use 
when it's raining. This is because, 
there's more rubber to grip the 
slippery road. Still, even with 
decent tread on the tires, pushing 
your two-wheeler to the limits in 
the rain, be it a drizzle or a 
downpour, is not advised unless 
you want to hydroplane or worse 
yet, lay your bike down in front of 
oncoming traffic.

Wait 
Oil and grease on the road tends to 
loosen up and sit on the surface 
during the start of the rain, so allow 
a solid 15 minutes or so for cars to 
splash the excess muck off onto the 
side of the street. Otherwise, you're 
just asking for trouble!

Avoidances 
Steer clear of the painted lines on 
streets and hi-ways because they 
become extremely slick when wet. 
Common sense should encourage 
you to ride in the path of the tire 
trails left by vehicles in front of you 
since it will be the area on the road 
with the least amount of water on 
it. Manhole covers and railroad 
tracks are very slick when wet too. 
Avoid them if at all possible, but if 
you must cross over them, heed 
with caution keeping a steady 
throttle.

Visor Care 
To help eliminate rain from 
building up on your visor and 
impairing your vision, there are a 
few products on the market you 
can apply prior to riding such as 
Rain-X. This product and products 
like it encourage the water to roll 
and bounce right off of the visor. 
Your visor may also indeed become 
foggy while riding in the rain and 
although there are products on the 
market to help prevent that too, 
just cracking your visor open a 
smidge every now and again will 
he lp quickly e l iminate this 
problem. Though motorcycle riders 
generally avoid riding in the rain at 
all costs for obvious reasons, there is 
still that rare occasion that may 
sneak up on you and leave you in a 
compromising s i tuat ion. Be 
prepared and alert so that you'll still 
be around to ride on future dry 
weather days as well!
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Hints & Tips for Riding in the Rain by Shannon Duffy
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Whitehorse Press
Publishers of books and videos for motorcycling enthusiasts

Whitehorse Press started in Boston in 1989, with the publication of Motorcycle 
Touring: An International Directory. Over the next few years, they published several 
more books to help motorcyclists find the best roads in the world for touring, and 
equip themselves and their bikes for long distance travel. Their passion for motorcycle 
travel soon brought them to publish several books to help riders improve their riding 
skills. One of those, Motorcycling Excellence, produced in cooperation with the 

Motorcycle Safety Foundation, has become one of the best-selling books in the world 
on the subject of motorcycle riding skills.

Their authors are recognized leaders in the motorcycling world: Carl Adams, Ron Ayres, Scott Cochran, Dale 
Coyner, Robert Fulton, Flash Gordon, Larry Grodsky, John Hermann, Reg Pridmore, Clement Salvadori, Bernt 
Spiegel, Bill Stermer, Ed Youngblood, Mark Zimmerman, and a host of newer authors who are coming into their 
prime. Their aim is to provide authoritative information and entertaining stories from these highly respected 
professionals, to help you enjoy your favorite sport to the fullest.

Right from the earliest days of the company, in order to sell what they published, they produced and mailed a 
catalog of their books several times each year. As time went on, they added to their catalog many books and videos 
published by other companies. Gradually, recognizing the need of their enthusiast readers for high quality riding 
gear, they began to add riding apparel and motorcycle accessories to their product line. To distinguish the retail 
operation from their publishing activities, they gave the name Whitehorse Gear to their comprehensive catalog.

Currently, they stock and sell more than 8,000 SKUs and serve the reading and riding needs of tens of thousands of 
motorcyclists each year. Many of their customers shop through their website (www.whitehorsegear.com) or by 
telephone (800-531-1133 or 603-356-6556), but increasingly their customers visit them at their Center Conway, 
New Hampshire, office and warehouse (where cookies are usually on-hand for visitors). They'd love to meet you, so 
stop by if you are in their neck of the woods.

Motorcycle Camping Books 

I have been camping for over 30 years now. My camping skills had to be adapted to my motorcycles and by evolving 
with the new camping equipment I could maintain a balance between mother nature and my needs for comfort.
There is no easy way to learn how to camp. It is just the result of your own experience. But you could save yourself a 
few headaches by asking your friends to share their knowledge or simply by reading. I selected 3 books for you. They 
are all good. Enjoy. Ed.



When the engineering is radically reduced to a 
minimum, when shapes and lines form a harmonious 
entity, when every element becomes an eye-catcher in 
itself, then technology and design have coalesced into a 
complete work of art. 

Engineer Stefan Bronold and designer Kay Riemann, 
who are being supported by the Piaggio Group in Italy 
for Essenza, have a greater aspiration for their Moto 
Guzzi MGR 1200 project than to just get an amazing 
custombike onto the road. 

Neither super sport nor retro. The MGR 1200 shows 
how legendary and timeless Moto Guzzi technology 
gets optimized with high-tech components to form a 
coherent and contemporary whole. 

A motorcycle that complies with the current Zeitgeist 
and satisfies the fans’ desire for a Guzzi with modern 
and sporty looks. In times of the Euro 4, it’s not only 
the highest top speed that counts. It’s more about 
machines with heart and soul that you can’t get enough 
of. 

That’s what the Radical Guzzi MGR 1200 is all about. 
Omitting the typical bottom rails, a 1.151ccm 
90°-V2-engine of a Moto Guzzi Stelvio with 6-gear 
transmission functions as a supporting element within 
the frame. 

With a single swinging arm, mono suspension strut and 
integrated CA.R.C cardan, the classic Tonti-frame was 
combined with modern technology in a way that’s 
unprecedented in the Bellagio series.

When fine components, detailed technical solutions 
and sophisticated design meet the latest Moto Guzzi 
engine technology, passion turns into a true work of art 
– Emozione e Passione since 1921.
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Moto Guzzi MGR 1200
By Radical Guzzi, Germany



MagmaMille, magma like the lava that flows through 
the volcano Vesuvius nearby the splendid city of 
Naples. 

The colors are reminiscent of it, fiery red, ash grey and 
the black of the cooled lava rock. 

A completely revamped motorcycle, an extreme work 
where no shortcuts were taken, made to astonish but 
also to be ridden, not a body revisitation or an engine 
tweak, but something more radical. 

A new design that revamps every part of the bike in 
order to obtain something completely different, the 
combination of modern and vintage.

And this bike is destined for Naples, for a die hard 
Guzzi enthusiast who wanted a true urban scrambler, a 
bike to escape city life that could tackle both the typical 
Neapolitan traffic and suburban streets, climbing up 
the white roads toward the great volcano.

For this reason, the main idea was to make the bike as 
light as possible; this is why the lower semi-cradle was 
removed from the typical Tonti frame, making the 
engine the bearing component. 

Also, the rear part of the frame was completely 
revamped, raised and lightened with a typical double 
curve often used in older bikes from the '60s and 70's 
era. Now the electrical system and the lithium battery 
are hidden in the two triangles that the frame forms.

The use of many aluminum parts create specifically, 
such as the engine mount, the rear brake calliper 
support, the fully adjustable Ergal foot pegs, the risers 
the cylinder head guards and much more stems, in fact, 
from the need to cut down on weight. 

All parts that are in the Moto Guzzi ORP accessories 
catalogue. Especially the creation of a rear swing-arm 
made entirely in aluminum saved quite a few kilograms, 
replacing the original iron part. This solution also 
allows a much larger 140 Heidenau tyre to be mounted 
on the rear.

The spoked wheels are tubeless, a 17 inch rear and 
18-inch front, with tangential spokes and a generous 
320 mm Brembo Serie Oro braking system on the front 
with double piston Brembo callipers and a 240 rear, 
also with Brembo callipers. The off road tyres allow 
total on/off use of the bike, ensuring safe fun.

The suspension systems are modern and sized for hard 
use of the bike: 45 mm upside down Marzocchi front 
fork with dual Bitubo gas shock absorbers on the rear 
with piggy-back reservoir.

The body was made with the light weight of the bike in 
mind, but especially easy disassembly and service; the 
fuel tank is made in two separate pieces and can be 
disassembled separately using a quick release. It has a 
large saddle, because this is a bike meant to be ridden, 
not to be parked in front of your local coffee shop.

The instrument cluster is complete and has a rev 
counter and speedometer, as well as all the necessary 
information, complete but minimalist and lightweight 
that, along with the headlight and the LED turn 
signals, complete the electrical part, also designed to 
reduce weight.

Even the finely crafted exhaust was created by Mass 
Moto following Officine Rossopuro's design. It is a 
two-in-two with silencers hidden inside the manifolds 
and a high, parallel dual exhaust output.
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MAGMAMILLE
by

MagmaMille is a new, fantastic customization by Officine Rossopuro, created starting from a 1980 Moto Guzzi SP1000.



It was in the Twenties that Moto Guzzi decided to 
advertise its vehicles via a very powerful medium: races. 
The first was the Milan-Naples in which two Guzzi 
vehicles took part.

The riders were Mario Cavedini in 21st place, and Aldo 
Finzi in 22nd. A good result for a first race held on an 
800 km track. By the following month Guzzi had its 
first victory with Gino Finzi at the Targa Florio and 
from then on it continued to chalk them up until it had 
no fewer than 3,329 wins in the speed competitions 
alone until 1957, the year in which it withdrew from 
racing. The credit for the many trophies won by the 
Eagle brand between the Twenties and Forties goes to 
two riders: Tomaso Omobono Tenni and Stanley 
Woods. Let’s look at their stories.

His name was Tommaso Omobono Tenni and 
everybody knew him by reputation or by his nickname 
“The Black Devil”.   He was a great Moto Guzzi 
champion during the ‘30s and ‘40s and his career 
spanned no fewer than 24 years. In 1933 he began 
racing for the Mandello company with the Biciclindrica 
500 on the Littorio circuit at the Rome “Trofeo della 
Velocità” (Speed Trophy). For two years running, 1934 
and 1935, he won the Italian championship in the 
500cc class; but his most famous victory was on a Moto 
Guzzi 250 at the Isle of Man Tourist Trophy in 1937. 
In fact he was the first non-British rider to win what 
was considered at that time to be the most important 
race in the world. It was a particularly lucky year for 
him, because he also won the title of European 

Champion in the 250cc class. After a serious accident in 
1939 and a halt during the War, he returned to racing 
in 1945 and again demonstrated that he had what it 
takes to be a great champion by winning the Italian 
championship in the 500cc class and gaining second 
place in the European championship in 1947. 
Everybody loved him because of his crazy acrobatics 
and courage. During practice for the Bern Grand Prix 
in 1948 he died after crashing at the Eymatt corner. 
Moto Guzzi dedicated a monument to him, which can 
still be seen at the Mandello del Lario Museum, and a 
special version of the “V11 Le Mans”.

Another story was that of Stanley Woods. Irish and the 
son of a confectionary salesman, he always preferred 
motorcycles to studying. A very famous rider (he had 
already won six Tourist Trophies), he began racing for 
Moto Guzzi in 1934, a year after Omobono Tenni. He 
immediately won the 250cc and 500cc classes in the 
Spanish Grand Prix at Barcelona on the Biciclindrica 
that he described as “a monster of interesting 
driveability”. His most important race with Guzzi was 
the T.T. in 1935, when he won both the 250cc and 
500cc titles. After the war he re-established relations 
with the Eagle brand and organized participations in 
various races. In the saddle of a Dondolino he also took 
part in the “parade of champions” in 1972 combined 
with the Imola 200 Miles; in 1989 he took part in 
Legendary Motorcycles at the Grand Prix. He returned 
to Ireland where he enjoyed retirement until his death 
in 1993.
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It takes 40 seconds to steal a 
motorcycle. And in Italy it happens 
a lot: over 55,000 every year, that’s 
151 a day or six an hour. 
Of these only 33% are found again 
while the remainder is lost without 
trace. The cities most afflicted are Rome, Naples and 
Milan, where 40% of this domestic business is 
concentrated (source: Italian Ministry of the Interior, 
2015). So what can we do to protect ourselves and 
prevent theft? Some of the advice that follows may 
sound obvious, but should be taken at all times.

1) Make your motorcycle less desirable
Let’s be honest: if a thief decides to steal your 
motorcycle, there really isn’t very much you can do to 
prevent it. There is no chain that cannot be broken, no 
alarm that cannot be deactivated and no garage door 
that cannot be opened. What you can do is preventing 
the crime by making your vehicle less desirable than any 
of the others nearby.
The best way to do this is to install more than one 
security system. Chain, u-lock, disc lock, audible alarm, 
preferably electronic with GPS tracker. The more 
devices you have the more you make life difficult for 
thieves, who will probably move on to a vehicle with 
less protection. 
The Moto Guzzi website has various dedicated 
accessories: for the V9 Roamer and Bobber, for 
example, you could use the electronic antitheft device 
that has a compact, technologically-advanced control 
unit. For the Stelvio 1800 8V and Stelvio 1800 8V 
NTX there is an inertial electronic antitheft device that 
meets the strictest standards and is very easy to install.

2) Learn from the enemy
But why do thieves steal motorcycles and how do they 
do it? Usually, they don’t do it in broad daylight. More 
often than not they load it onto a truck in a few seconds 
and take it to a safe place where they have all the time 
they need to disassemble it and sell the parts. 
It is precisely for this purpose that they steal 
motorcycles that have little damage and are fitted with 
expensive components.

The simplest way to prevent them from taking yours is 
to not let it be known what type it is. Do you park your 
vehicle in the road during the day and in the garage at 
night? Wrong. Does your garage have windows so that 
what’s inside can be seen? Cover them up. Or, simply 
hide your motorcycle under a tarpaulin. 
In so doing, thieves won’t even know what kind of 
security system you have installed and it will be more 
difficult for them to come prepared with the right tools 
for deactivating your alarms.

3) Use the right systems
Many riders secure their motorcycle but often they use 
the wrong device. Ideally, a very strong chain should be 
wound tightly around both wheels, so that’s it more 
difficult to break the padlock, and attached to an 
immovable object such as a pole. 
If you add a disc lock, preferably of the right diameter, 
in a special steel alloy (because it is stronger), and 
perhaps an audible alarm, it will be more secure.
If there is nowhere to attach your vehicle, you can try 
using other parked motorcycles: think of it as a courtesy 
between riders that should be more common. 
Tie your chain to the one on another motorcycle so 
that it will be more difficult to lift two vehicles and load 
them into a van. Since you have simply joined the two 
chains, all the other motorcyclist has to do is unlock his 
chain and go.

Insurance
Lastly, some common sense advice: always take out a 
fire and theft insurance. If things should go wrong and 
your motorcycle is stolen despite all your efforts, with 
this type of insurance you’ll be able to recoup at least 
some of the money. And always remember to keep your 
vehicle’s documents with you at all times so that you 
won’t waste time if it is stolen.
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3 STEPS FOR 
PREVENTING YOUR 

MOTORCYCLE FROM 
BEING STOLEN
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What is deep vein thrombosis?

Deep-vein thrombosis (also known as deep-venous thrombosis or DVT and colloquially as economy class syndrome) is the 
formation of a blood clot ("thrombus") in a deep vein. It commonly affects the leg veins, such as the femoral vein or the popliteal 
vein or the deep veins of the pelvis. Occasionally the veins of the arm are affected (known as Paget-Schrötter disease). 
Thrombophlebitis  is the more general class of pathologies of this kind. There is  a significant risk of the thrombus embolizing and 
traveling to the lungs causing a pulmonary embolism.

In other words, DVT is a blood clot that can form in your legs and sometimes move to your lungs, where it could potentially be 
fatal. In fact, complications from DVT blood clots contribute to more deaths each year than AIDS and breast cancer combined.

Am I at risk for DVT?

You are at higher risk for DVT if you:
• are older than 60 years of age.
• are inactive for a long period of time, such as when you are flying in an airplane, taking a long car trip, HAVE A VERY LONG 

MOTORCYCLE RIDE or recovering in bed after surgery.
• have inherited a condition that causes increased blood clotting.
• have an injury or surgery that reduces blood flow to a body part.
• are pregnant or have recently given birth.
• are overweight.
• have varicose veins.
• have cancer, even if you are being treated for it.
• are taking birth control pills  or hormone therapy, 

including for postmenopausal symptoms or
• have a central venous catheter.

Your risk for DVT increases if you have several 
risk factors at the same time.

How can I prevent DVT?
• Frequently exercise your lower leg muscles if 

you'll be inactive for a long period of time.
• During a long ride, stop every 2 hours and 

exercise on the side of the road
• Get out of  bed and move around as soon as you 

can after having surgery or being ill.
• After some types of surgery, take medicine to 

prevent blood clots as directed by your doctor.

What are the symptoms of DVT?
Some people have no symptoms at all. Most  have 
some swelling in one or both legs. Often there is pain 
or tenderness in one leg (may happen only when you 
stand or walk).

You may also notice warmth, or red or discolored 
skin in the affected leg. If you have any of these 
symptoms, call your doctor right away.

If  your doctor thinks you might have DVT, he or she 
will do one or more tests. These may include an 
ultrasound (uses sound waves to check the blood flow 
in your veins) or venography (a doctor injects dye into 
your vein, then takes an x-ray to look for blood clots).

Deep Vein Thrombosis: What You Should Know
Did you know that DVT affects up to 2 million people each year in the U.S. and its primary  complication, 
pulmonary  embolism (PE), claims approximately  300,000 lives annually? While DVT is a fairly  common 
condition, it is also a dangerous one and can be fatal.



Hello members it may be of interest to some as you visit 
or travel  Canada during 2017. A Free pass provides 
access to Parks Canada. 

Please ensure to read what is included and what is not. 
(eg: camping fees, etc..) you decide !

For all of 2017 this pass gives you unlimited 
opportunities to enjoy National Parks, National 
Marine Conservation Areas and National Historic 
Sites across the country!

Please note:

• You only need to order one pass for your group or 
family if you are all travelling together. A 2017 
Discovery Pass is valid for everyone arriving in the 
same vehicle at a national park, or arriving 
together at a marine conservation area or historic 
site.

• The Discovery Pass is only accepted at national 
historic sites which are operated by Parks Canada.

• Activities such as tours or parking that normally carry 
a separate fee may not be covered by the Discovery 
Pass.

• Camping fees are not included with the Discovery 
Pass

• Validity Period: January 1st 2017 to December 
31st 2017. 

• Display: The 2017 Discovery Pass must be hung from 
the rear view mirror of the vehicle facing forward or it 
can be placed on the front driver side dashboard 
facing up. 

If you have questions regarding the above information, 
please contact the National Information Service at 
1-888-773-8888 or information@pc.gc.ca .

VISIT THE LINK BELOW

http://www.commandesparcs-parksorders.ca/webapp/
wcs/stores/servlet/ProductDisplay?storeId=22953&ur
lLangId=-1&productId=524528&urlRequestType=B
ase&langId=-1&catalogId=53407
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Most motorcyclists will jump at any opportunity to be 
more visible on the roads. At CES 2017, a global 
consumer electronics show, Paris-based Cosmo 
Connected debuted its detachable helmet-mounted 
brake light, designed to bolster rider safety.
The smart helmet accessory combines a rear brake light 
with a mobile app that grants motorcycles the same 
emergency roadside assistance as eCall does for 
cars. The eye-level brake light can be programmed to act 
as a normal brake light, illuminating on deceleration, or 
can be set to blink a constant pattern. Should there be 
an accident, it sends a rescue call to the nearest 
emergency response team within three minutes with 
GPS coordinates and medical information.
Weighing less than seven ounces, the polycarbonate 
and EPDM rubber case has 12 LED lights and is 
weather resistant. It clips on and off of a magnetic base 
affixed to the helmet with 3M double-sided tape. Its 
lithium polymer battery is good for approximately eight 
hours on a single charge, and it’s designed to fit the 
curve of any motorcycle helmet and even some bicycle 
helmets.
The iOS and Android app can also be used to share 
road trip information with friends and family who will 
be notified of the rider’s departure and/or arrival at a 
destination.

For more information: www.cosmoconnected.com 
or check out this clip on YouTube 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=34s7VaoStxo&f
eature=youtu.be). 

The accessory will be released in May 2017 and will 
retail for $99.

Photography: Cosmo Connected

In a Class of its Own

Since 2010 the iconic EN1150 POLITE™© THINK 
BIKE waistcoat has become world famous. We hear 
time and again how it makes a dramatic difference in 
driver’s behaviour towards the wearer. 

Made from tough breathable performance fabric, its 
adjustable sides give it a superior fit. Two large pockets 
and heavy duty two-way zips with a cover to protect 
your tank. 

This durable superior waistcoat is a must if you 
commute.

Designed by bikers for bikers, protect yourself with the 
ultimate in high-vis apparel. 

Colour: 

• Yellow with Black Chequers

• Yellow with Blue Chequers. 

Sizes: 

Small = 36-38" Medium = 38-40” Large = 42-44”
XL = 46-48” 2XL = 48-50” 3XL = 50-52”
4XL = 52-54” 5XL = 54-56"

About $60.00

www.equisafety.com
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Cosmo Connected’s Helmet-Mounted Brake 
Light with Emergency Roadside Assistance

The best Safety Vest
For your chest

Review of this product
In our next issue



Ventz is a clever product that attaches easily to your 
jacket sleeves and helps to cool you down. When riding 
in warm weather an invisible layer of hot air, trapped in 
your jacket, raises your core body temperature to 
uncomfortable levels, which can cause a dangerous loss 
of concentration. 
Ventz creates a flow of cooling  air that removes the 
trapped heat, making your journey cooler, more 
comfortable and safer.

Improved air-flow
You will immediately benefit from the cool, soothing 
air circulating around your upper body.
Lightweight
Made from extremely lightweight materials, you will 
almost forget they are even there!
Durable
Ventz are made from shatter proof materials and the 
inside is synthetic rubber, making them both safe and 
comfortable.
Reduced Perspiration
By Reducing you temperature to a comfortable level 
you will no longer have to worry about the build-up of 
excessive perspiration.

6 Colors available
Price:

About $25.00
For more information:

www.ventz-range.com

The hit Seventies TV series, CHiPs is back on the big 
screen as a comedy, with a motorcycle racer as lead 
actor and with BMWs instead of Kawas.

In the original TV series from 1977 to 1983, California 
Highway Patrol (CHiPs) officers Jon Baker and Frank 
‘Ponch’ Poncherello, played by Erik Estrada and Larry 
Wilcox, rode Kawasaki 1000s.

Today’s CHiPs ride special BMW R 1200 RTP police 
bikes as used in the 2017 movie, although  San 
Francisco CHiPs recently swapped to Harley-Davidson 
Electra-Glide police specials.

While the original TV series was a drama with some 
light moments, the movie is an action comedy, subtitled 
“CHiP Happens”. 

To be released on March 24th and should come to your 
video store around July.
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Stay Cool in the Heat with VENTZ
Air Conditioning for Motorcyclists!

CHiPs remade for the big screen
CHIP HAPPENS

Review of this product
In our next issue



This is The Most Affordable Solution

to Find Your Lost Items!

Have you ever lost your bike on a national rally parking 
lot? It happens and when you get back, you don't have a 
clue where your bike is. Then you start roaming around 
hoping to find it soon. It can be frustrating, especially 
on a hot, sunny day.

No, you don't need to install an expensive GPS system 
to keep track of your car. That's way too expensive. You 
would need to pay a monthly subscription fee just to 
use it. Don't you have enough bills to pay already?

A California-based startup company was able to make 
this a reality. They created a tiny device that works with 
your smartphone, and it could be exactly what you're 
looking for!

It's called TrackR. It is a state-of-the-art tracking device 
the size of a quarter. It's changing the way we keep track 
of the important things in our lives.

You can attach it to your keys, bike, wallet, your latest 
tech gadgets and anything else you don't want to lose. 
Then use the TrackR app to locate your missing item in 
seconds.

If interested use the link below:

https://buy.thetrackr.co/gu/special-offers/15/checkout

Today's smartphones provide a level of social 
connection far beyond what we imagined just a few 
years ago. 

But when you go beyond the reach of the grid, your 
smartphone needs the help of SPOT Connect to keep 
you in touch with friends, family, and emergency 
personnel. 

Simply pair your smartphone with SPOT Connect, and 
get connected to a global satellite network that lets you 
send messages and GPS coordinates from virtually 
anywhere on the planet. 

Update Twitter and Facebook. Send email and text 
messages. Request non-emergency help from 
professional service providers. 

And in the case of a critical emergency, send an SOS 
message requesting emergency assistance.

Key Features:

• Send messages from virtually anywhere via satellite

• Type & Send message (41 character) or Predefined 
message (120 character) options*

• Track Progress on Google Maps™ or SPOT 
Adventures page*

• Integrates with SPOTadventures.com and popular 
social destinations

• Smartphone app for operation and detailed status

• On device SOS button for standalone emergency 
operation

Contact:

https://www.findmespot.ca/en/
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Tiny Device Allows You To Track
Your bike Using Your Smartphone

SPOT Connect, turn your martphone 
into a satellite communicator



The Autocom GPS Tracker is an affordable device 
for budget, safety conscious motorcyclists with no 
annual contracts but still provides everything you 
need, including:

• Movement and shock sensor

• Precise location detection

• GEO-Fence movement restriction

• Deep Sleep mode to save battery life whilst bike is 
stored

In addition to this the tracker can be powered via the 
bike’s battery or the internal rechargeable battery. The 
tracker even continues to track even when there’s no 
GSM signal.

Tracking data can be easily viewed on a smartphone, 
tablet or computer - with SMS alerts sent to your 
phone should something happen.

The Autocom GPS Bike Tracker makes monitoring 
your prized possession easy, fun and very affordable. 
The GPS tracker has no expensive annual contracts and 
is loaded with security features that include movement 
and shock sensing, precise location detection and 
GEO-fence movement restriction.

Waterproof and dust proof, it won't let you down 
regardless of where you and your bike travel to! 

The Tracker is incredibly simple to install and easy 
to operate and uses a standard Sim card purchased 
from any high street store.

Contact Autocom for more information.

http://autocom.co.uk/motorbike-gps-tracker.html

About $200.00CAD

This compact, lightweight stove folds to 4" x 3" x 3/4", 
neatly fitting into a pocket. 

It is easy to bring along for hiking, camping or other 
outdoor activities, and unfolds to create a 
wind-resistant stand for cooking.

The stove is constructed of durable, rust-resistant 
galvanized steel and comes with six waterproof fuel 
pellets that ignite easily with a match or lighter.

Each pellet burns intensely for about 12 minutes – 
enough time to bring a small pot of water to boil. 

Replacement fuel pellets are available separately.

Made in Germany.

Pocket Stove and Fuel
Part Number: KC306    

Cost: $16.50

Replacement Fuel (12 pellets)
Part Number: KC305    

Cost: $11.50
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The NEW GPS Bike Tracker
With NO Annual Subscription

Esbit® Pocket Stove
at LeeValley.com



I did not do much this 
winter. I took it easy. Well 
I have a good excuse for 
that. My house is in order 
and the garage is spotless 
making my wife very 
happy. I usually have 
something to do but not 
this year so I decided to 
update my bike like we say 
in computer lingo.

My bike is from 2000. In 
those years we were not 
carrying with us all those 
electronic gadgets, battery 
o p e r a t e d a n d a l w a y s 
looking for a source of 
recharge. 

It is a different story nowadays. You are packing a lot 
more stuff because each of these goodies have their own 
power supply unit. Nothing is standard. Between the 
smartphone, the GPS, the tablets or even some fancy 
LED flashlight, there is nothing in commun unless one 
or two USB cables.

After a day on the road when you reach your 
destination you are in search of a plug. A location 
where you can leave your precious goods being charged. 
Not easy to relax knowing you are not next to your new 
iPhone 8 or the most recent tablet of the market.

A lot of bikes come with an electric socket, european 
design most of the time on which you connect an 
adapter to fit the device to be charged. I never like that 
type of arrangement, not professional looking. 

I searched the Internet to see my options and 
discovered a product that was fitting my budget very 
well, that was made for motorcycle and compatible 
with my electronic gadgets and specially looking good 
when installed.

This USB socket has 2 ports. One for smaller devices 
like smartphone and GPS and another one designed for 
tablets… Can you hear the devine music now?… Yes, 
you can while you ride, charge your devices. It works 
and it is safe to use and you do not have to carry all 
those power supply units...

This USB plug is black 
matte finish. It has a 
rubber kind of lid making 
it waterproof. The two 
ports are well identified 
and a blue LED light turns 
on when you put your key 
in the ignition. 

The wiring is easy to do 
and the positive is well 
indicated on the unit 
i t s e l f . Th e t i m e f o r 
installation depends on 
how good you are with 
motorcycle wiring and also 
how well you want to 
integrate this plug with 
your motorcycle.

Available from:

www.miniinthebox.com

Item # 4643968

Price $ 12.50CAD discounted at $9.72CAD
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Dual USB Motorcycle Mobile Phone
Power Supply Charger Waterproof Port Socket 12V



In the great outdoors, getting more 
out of a single tool means a better 
time at camp and less gear and 
weight in your cargo. That's a big 
reason why the category of 
multifunctional lighting has been 
flourishing in recent years. 

Those types of designs offer the 
a d v a n t a g e o f p a c k i n g b o t h 
flashlight and lantern functionality 
into a single all-in-one package, but 
usually come with the disadvantage 
of a larger, less ergonomic body 
that's not quite as sleek as classic 
flashlight. 

The irritatingly meta "Lantern" flips 
those pros and cons, pairing a slim 
flashlight with a removable, 
bell-shaped lantern diffuser. 

So while you'll have an extra 
c o m p o n e n t t o c a r r y ( a n d 
potentially lose), you'll also have a 
compact handheld flashlight that 
looks as slim and comfortable as 
any other torch out there. 

The Lantern's flat bottom and 
diffuser let you stand it up on the 
ground, table or other flat surface 
in lantern mode, and the included 
strap and carabiner let you hang it 
off a branch or tent ceiling.

It has a claimed output of up to 
1,000 lumens and an estimated 
785-ft (240m) beam. The Lantern 
offers three primary lighting modes, 
with a high of 1,000 lumens 
and an estimated two hours 
of runtime, a medium of 400 
lumens and six hours, and a 
low of 180 lumens and 14 
hours. It also has a 90-lumen 
pulse mode (72 hours) and a 
1,000-lumen strobe mode. 

The 4,000 mAh lithium-ion 
battery doubles as a power 
bank for charging your 
phone and other portable 
gadgets via the 2A USB 
two-directional port. The 
Lantern also has an IPX-6 
water rating.

Rolling Enterprises Inc., the 
Calgary-based folks behind the 
Lantern, are offering the Lantern 
for $129.00  
The package includes the light, 
battery, diffuser, bike mount, strap 
and carabiner. 

Source: Rolling Enterprises
https://lanternlight.ca/collectio

ns/all-lanterns
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Multifunctional Lantern serves a variety of lighting needs By C.C. Weiss
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Memories
How many of you guys have pictures like this one?

Many... Why, because we like to take snapshots of our adventures. 
But many amongst us cannot enjoy these relaxing trips, for all kind of good reasons 

(family, kids, work, money, illness, age, etc…). So how about sharing your adventures 
with the rest of us? I need your input, I need your stories and your pictures.

This newsletter is yours and without your input we are going nowhere.
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32nd ABC RALLY
The Forest City Motorrad Club of Southwestern Ontario will be hosting its 32nd rally at the 
Springwater Conservation Area, in S.W. Ontario on May 19 - 22, 2017.

The Rally  is located on Springwater Road, approximately  3 km south of Orwell (on Hwy 3), and 
east of St. Thomas, Ontario (N 42°45’01”  W 81°02’00”). 

Admission is $60 and all motorcyclists are welcome! This includes three nights of camping, 
showers, continuous coffee, campfire and door prizes.

• Friday has 4:00 p.m. setup and biker stew (contribute a can). 
• Saturday’s dice run (win a motorcycle jacket), is followed by an evening barbecue and 

entertainment. 
• Sunday, tour Elgin County and take a wine tour. 
• Monday, cleanup and farewells. 

Contact:
Rich Stevenson, JOHNNYDUNDAS@GMAIL.COM
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45th CVMG Paris National Rally
Fairgrounds, Paris, Ontario

June 16 - 18, 2017

Good things come in 3’s
The theme of the 45th annual rally is “Triples”

Everyone is Welcome!

Register now to receive the following:
Participation in seminars, road runs, cavalcade of bikes, concours and other displays, flea 
market, camping, 24 hour access, rally  mug, coffee in registration area, parking and early 
access to Rally grounds.

Note for early access:
The Rally opens at noon Friday June 16th. Participants who have pre-registered may enter early, 
starting at 9AM Friday.  All others may enter after noon Friday.
Rally Registration Desk opens 12 noon Friday June 16, 2017

Rally Registration:
• CVMG Members $30, Non-Members $45
• Day Passes, $10 per person, (Parking in the outside lot. Access to flea 

market. No participation in the events. Must be off grounds by 1 hour 
after gates close each evening).

For more information check the Rally website cvmg.ca/CVMGRally

350cc - 3 cylinders - Motoconfort 1970
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Birchwood Campground and Cabins
2521 HWY 376  Lyons Brook ( 4 km south of Pictou )

Showers, water and electrical available
Poker runs on Saturday and Sunday 

Watch MGNOC for further update

Contact:     1-888-485-8565
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Includes Saturday hot breakfast  and 
dinner and Sunday early continental 
breakfast. 

Awards, door prizes, campfire, Group 
rides and Saturday, 50/50 draw.

Accommodation separate, camping $15 
per night at  the JV or camping and 
ca-bins at other sites close by.

Please, please, please pre-register,
it helps us make it better for you.

Friday evening is Tavern night  with 
burgers and brats and free (really 
good) musical entertainment.

Pre-register through the website at

via PayPal, or cheques to

Phil Tunbridge, 89 Lougheed  Road, 
Barrie, Ontario, L4N 8E1

705-722-3312

at the Joli Voyageur Resort and Campground
95 Caron Road, Lavigne, just down the road beside the Lavigne Tavern

Pre-registration fee $28USD or $35 CAD

INFORMATION ( Tent - Camping )
Joli Voyageur Resort and Campground www.jolivoyageur.com 705-594-2813
Cardinal Campground www.cardinalparkandmarina.com 705-594-2475

GPS
46 19 33 N
-81 49 46 W



The Ontario Guzzi Riders                                                              56                                                               2017 News Express N°1

MONOGO TRAILER
Developed and built by a motorcyclist for motorcyclists

lepape@sympatico.ca    WWW.MONOGO.COM

Tubeless Tire Plugger

www.stopngo.com

Save
15%

w/Code 
save15sgi

Unlimited inflation and 
on the wheel repairs with 
15 mushroom shaped 
plugs that seal the tire on 
the inside preventing any 
loss of air. 

Stop n Go mini air com-
pressors run the coolest 
for the longest.

3 Power Source Options
-Cig Lighter Adapter. 
-Alligator Clips (To attach 
to battery cable.)
-Attach directly to the 
power plug.

Pump & Repair Kit avail-
able separately.

815-455-9080

List Price  $64.95

Motorcycle Travel Network

IT’S MORE 
THAN YOU 
THINK…
CHECK US OUT AT

www.motorcycle-travel.net

Phone (888) 729-9836
info@kermitchair.com
www.kermitchair.com

- AVAILABLE IN FIVE COLORS
- 350 LBS. WEIGHT LIMIT
- 30 DAY MONEY BACK
GUARANTEE

- FIVE YEAR WARRANTY
- CARRY BAG ONLY 22" LONG
- MADE IN USA

Tel: (613) 477-1130      -      www.sidecarcanada.com

 R & T Motorrad - Sidecars Sales & Service
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