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I did not ride at all this year. Actually, it was a good 
thing. I decided to work on the up-keep of my home. 
Lots to do, outside mainly and a new epoxy coat on the 
garage floor. Now that the work is done, I can tell you 
one thing, next year I won’t feel guilty when I will be on 
my bike.

Anyway, as I was putting my tools away, Ottawa was hit by a tornado. 
Actually nothing bad happened to my home fortunately, I just had to take 
care of the fallen branches and debris that landed in my back yard.

This issue has plenty of good stuff in it and yes we have Elisabeth’s report on 
her trip to Italy as well as a few pages on two italian rallies and of course 
after the teaser of the last issue on the new V85, we have an interview with 
Marco Lambri the designer of the new and exciting motorbike.

Next month we have a special edition on a very crafty man. He turned a 
hobby into a specialized art work. He makes large scale replicas of 
motorcycles. These bikes are real gems and I am sure you will enjoy this 
issue too.

Our annual rally is now over and with it comes the end of the riding season. 
Well, almost… There is still 
plenty of days to enjoy and 
ride as well as rallies to go to.

By the way, I would like to 
remind our members that a 
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e 
newsletter is always welcome.

So far, the ladies have the 
upper hand with Elisabeth’s 
report. Time for you guys to 
send me your stuff on your 
last trip. Sharing pictures on 
the web is nice but it does 
not have the details of your 
experiences and sometimes 
fantastic adventures… Send 
me your stories and you will 
be amazed at how they will 
look in these pages….

Till next time... Ed.
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Hello again Guzzi folks,

Well, the commonly accepted "end of summer" is upon us once 
again with the Labor Day weekend, and the Ontario Guzzi 
Riders rally has come and gone, but hopefully there is still plenty 
of good riding to be done.
The Ontario rally was, by most accounts, another success, look 
for a report in the next edition, and we have several events still on 

the Event Calendar on the website, hope to see some of you at them.
Unfortunately for me, I have had quite a bit of trouble with my right knee and hip 
this summer. While not preventing me from riding, it has made camping out of 
the question, so I haven't attended as many rallies as usual, but I understand from 
Klaus, our intrepid rally goer, that they were all up to the usual standard, although 
it does seem that rally attendance in general is declining. My knee seems to be 
getting a little better now, or maybe I'm just coping better, but I'm still going to 
give camping at the Kentucky rally a miss this year and instead I'll be riding and 
motelling it around the Mississippi Delta,  Louisiana, Alabama and Georgia with 
some southern friends.
After I wrote the review of the V7 III, published in the last issue, I read another 
review online and also remembered what someone else had said to me regarding 
the differences between the V7 II and the V7 III.
It seems that some people view the differences in power as being very minor, 
hardly noticeable, whereas others, myself included, think there is a huge difference, 
"night and day" as one person I know put it.
I think the differences in perceptions can be explained with reference to the sixth 
paragraph in my report where I talk about the torque.  "...but the main difference is 
that on the II the torque hits its peak at around 3000 rpm then tails off, whereas 
the III keeps on climbing to 4900 rpm..." In other words, if you keep the revs 
below 3 grand, you probably won't feel any difference.
Now I know that some people ride motorcycles just because they like being out in 
the open air and don't care how fast they go. This can be illustrated by the 
countless times that I've been held up out on the road, whether in a car or on a 
bike, by a rolling road block of, usually, domestic cruiser types. I personally believe 
in taking advantage of the acceleration of motorcycles given by their better power 
to weight ratio, and also the generally better handling of European motorcycles 
that every Moto Guzzi is born with. When I rode the V7 III demo at the Western 
New York rally, within two miles of pulling out of the rally gate I was travelling at 
an indicated 80mph, and believe me, I could feel the difference.  
You probably realize from the last sentence that I don't believe in careful extended 
break in periods. In this day and age with current manufacturing methods, CNC 
machining and the like, I, and many others, don't think that it's necessary, or even 
advisable, to baby an engine for thousands of miles. Lugging the engine at low revs 
in the higher gears causes more harm than letting it rev freely in the lower gears, 
and I like to think that I ride my motorcycles in the manner and purpose for 
which they were designed - enjoyment!
So, regardless of what you read, believe me, there is a difference, but if your riding 
style is different from mine and you are happy with it, then any difference doesn't 
really matter, does it?

Anyway, whatever you ride, however you ride it, be careful and enjoy what riding is 
left to us this season.
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ONTARIO GUZZI DEALERS

FRED KOLMAN'S 
WHEELSPORT LTD.

1390 Youville Dr.
Orleans, ON K1C 2X8

PHONE (613) 841-9400 
www.wheelsport.ca

TWO WHEEL MOTORSPORT
5624 Hwy 6

Guelph, ON N1H 6J2
PHONE (519) 836-1957 

www.twowheelmotorsport.ca

MOTO GUZZI STAYNER
8166 ON-26

Stayner, ON L0M 1S0
PHONE (705) 429-3822 

www.jandrcycle.ca

MOTO GUZZI OF SUDBURY
2083 Armstrong Street
Sudbury, ON P3E 4W2
PHONE (705) 586-8377 

www.vespaofsudbury.com

CORSA MECCANICA INC.
34 Futurity Gate, Unit #1
Vaughan, ON L4K 1S6

PHONE (905) 760-9933 
www.corsameccanica.com

Phil’s column

For the past twenty years, Phil Tunbridge has been the man behind the Ontario Guzzi Riders 

club. His dedication and commitment to the club without forgetting his involvement in the 

annual rally, allowed for the club to survive and grow.
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Sven Wedemeyer is one of the best-kept secrets. The Berlin-based photographer is deadly behind a lens, and he’s got 
impeccable taste too.

He’s shot some killer bikes for us over the years, and tipped us off many times. But today we’re putting Sven himself 
in the spotlight, with one of his own projects—this irresistible ‘oldtimer’ Moto Guzzi V7.

Sven grew up around engines, thanks to his rally driving, repair-shop owning father. These days he splits his time 
between photography, journalism and media consulting, all under his Wheels of Stil brand. But he also keeps some 
tools on a farm near Berlin—where his ‘workshop meditation’ takes place.

OLDTIMER: SVEN WEDEMEYER’S LUSTWORTHY MOTO GUZZI V7
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“I never learned any craftsmanship professionally,” he tells us. “But I love the excitement of trial and error, and those 
great moments of finding working solutions for a problem.”

“This is why all my work is done on an ambitious, self-trained DIY level. But I consult pros for certain services, such as 
engine internals or electrics, which I hate.”

A few years ago, Sven sold a Le Mans Mark III that he’d customized. Looking to fill the void left behind, he sourced 
this 1972 V7 to restore.

“I bought it intentionally to slow me down,” he says. “I was very often tempted by fast bikes on the open road 
before, and wanted to minimize speed and risk while maximizing the dialogue between bike and rider.”

“The V7 perfectly matches my expectations of a daily driver. She unites reliability and classic, prototypical looks—
and a great legacy. There’s just enough power, great sound and relatively nimble handling.”
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Sven adds that the drum brakes aren’t the greatest 
stoppers, but the bike’s idiosyncrasies are second nature 
to him already. He put 15,000 kilometers into this 
oldtimer before the final drive started falling apart, 
kicking off the restoration.

“My goal was to keep the historical appearance of a V7,” 
he tells us, “while adding some non-standard parts and 
a few custom bits here and there.”

His first port of call was the fenders: “The small, 
unnecessary holes in the fenders—reflector mounts for 
the American market—were a thorn in my side, ruining 
the overall line!” So he TIG welded the holes closed 
while figuring out his next step.

With the engine and gearbox ticking over nicely, there 
was no need to open them up. Instead, Sven stripped 
everything else down to begin rebuilding.

Local BMW whizz-kids Urban Motor helped install a 
new final drive, and re-laced the Borrani rims with new 
stainless steel spokes. The rims themselves were cleaned 
up and polished.

Sven kitted the front forks with new internals, with the 
help of special tools he either got from friends in the 
UK, or built himself.

He got stuck into the wiring too, updating various 
components to bring the old Guzzi up to muster—it 
now starts via a car-style ignition. Then a rare set of 
29mm carbs was thoroughly cleaned, treated to new 
seals and installed.

Out back, Sven reshaped the taillight bracket for a more 
elegant effect, but kept the original ‘Aprilia’ glass. At 
the opposite end, he’s added a curved Fehling handlebar 
with some trimmed Biltwell Inc grips.

“It’s the most relaxing driving position you can 
imagine,” he says. “Just upright in the wind, like sitting 
on a comfy chair that does the ton.”

Sven’s touch runs deep: he’s replaced as many fasteners 
as possible with stainless items, as well as a host of seals, 
bearings and bits and pieces. There are new Bowden 
cables too, and a set of Bridgestone Battlax BT45 tires. 
The stainless steel, cigar-shaped mufflers are from 
Armour Motor Products.

But perhaps his biggest challenge was picking the paint. 
“It generally takes ages for me to decide on a certain 
color,” he says. “I always make notes on cars and bikes I 
see in the streets to research their color code, adding 
this information to my archive for inspiration.”
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A Ford Focus convertible color—Vignale Blue 
Metallic—caught his eye. “I saw the car in front of a 
bakery, just before giving up my color search. The 
Vignale tone blends between light and dark blue with a 
small addition of turquoise, offering different levels of 
saturation in sunlight or shadow.” Yes, you can tell he’s 
a photographer …

After a few Photoshop renders to test the potential, 
Sven van den Brandt applied the paint. Uwe Graf 
added the pin stripes, and those classy red Moto Guzzi 
logos are hand-painted.

To finish the bike off, alloy parts like the cylinder head 
covers, hubs and foot controls were polished. Sven, 
however, decided to leave the frame in its original state. 
“It comes with 44 years of patina,” he says, “I love that!”

Some Guzzistas have already criticized Sven for 
‘hacking’ an old classic, but he’s not fazed.

Besides, he’s got too much riding to do—with Sweden, 
Denmark and Sicily all on the agenda. “It should prove 
the endurance talents of the Guzzi,” he says. “And add 
a layer of history to the Vignale blue.”

Sven’s V7 Special restoration
and history documentation

https://v7special.wordpress.com



Motorcycle headlights are generally pretty flaccid, sorry 
things to start with, but when you lean a bike over into 
a corner, things get a lot worse. Unless you're riding 
something like the BMW K1600GT – still one of the 
only bikes on the market to rock self-leveling headlights 
– the second you tip into a corner, the headlight dives 
downward on the side you're heading toward, plunging 
it into darkness and leaving you to feel the road by 
violent braille. Or slow down, I guess, if you're into that 
sort of thing.

There are few aftermarket fixes for this; we tested J.W. 
Speaker's aftermarket cornering headlight a couple of 
years ago, which avoided mechanical self-leveling by 
having an array of extra LED lights up each side that 
fire off sequentially as you lean the bike further over. 
Not a bad solution, if you're riding something with a 
7-inch headlight bucket.

Most of us aren't, which is why this gadget is so 
exciting. The ALLight (Always Level Light) is a 
super-simple headlight bulb replacement for H4, H7 or 
H11 type bulbs that transforms any headlight into a 
self-leveling, super bright projector beam.

It's a simple enough device; a projector beam headlight 
mounted to a small electric motor that's able to stabilize 
the headlight on the roll axis, much like the kind of 
arrangement you'd find in a camera stabilizing gimbal, 
except without the necessity to stabilize along three 
axes. 

As it's a projector beam and throws the light forward 
and not backwards, it doesn't matter what headlight 
reflector you put it into.

Since it's never going to flick up and blind oncoming 
motorists, the ALLight team says it's possible to run 
super-bright LEDs that are the same brightness for low 
beam as high beam, dramatically improving visibility 
even in a straight line, while obviously making an even 
bigger difference in corners.

On an H4 bulb, which would cover a lot of bikes, 
installation is as simple as replacing a bulb. For H7 and 
H11 bulbs, you'll likely have to pull the headlight off 
and take off the headlight cover.

At US$150 a pop, they ain't a cheap thing to throw on 
your motorcycle – unless you compare them to any 
other self-leveling headlight solution out there, in 
which case they're very, very cheap.

We wonder how the simple gimbal system will handle 
the vibrations, bumps and rigors of daily motorcycle 
use. Mind you, if the motor breaks down, the worst 
that's going to happen is you'll have headlights as bad as 
your current ones but brighter.

I think this is a brilliant idea, if you'll excuse the pun. 
There's no excuse for the patently rubbish, borderline 
dangerous headlights manufacturers ship bikes with 
these days. Motorcycles have been around for just about 
bang on 150 years at this point and the fact that this is 
still an issue should be an embarrassment to the 
industry.

At this stage there's 25 days to go on the Kickstarter 
campaign, and it's had just about zero publicity from 
the looks of things, but we sincerely hope it gets up. If it 
does, and everything goes to plan, deliveries are slated 
for February 2019.
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ALLight replaces your motorcycle headlight bulb
with a self-leveling projector beam By Loz Blain



We waited with bated breath for its unveiling at the last 
Milan Bike Fair.  We were blown away by its  unique 
styling that is somewhat unconventional yet intricately 
interwoven with the identity and  history of the Moto 
Guzzi brand. Then we got excited as we admired its 
yellow, white and black livery, a tribute to 
an adventurous and daring racing chapter in the history 
of the “Eagle”,  namely that of the legendary  Paris to 
Dakar.

This is the Concept V85: the latest arrival that stunned 
everyone and above all fascinated us members of Proud 
Owners.

To find out more about it we set off on a mission on 
behalf of the community to uncover the  secrets of the 
bike’s design  by interviewing  the guy who first 
conceived the design:  Marco Lambri,  Manager of the 
Piaggio Group Styling Centre, diehard  Guzzi 
fan and member of Proud Owners, just like us.

1) You’re a member of Proud Owners and a diehard 
Guzzi fan. Where did your love for the “Eagle” 
originate and how did you get to the point of 
designing the V85?

“I grew up in my father’s workshop, in amongst the 
engines, and I received my very first bike, a little Malanca 
50, as a gift when I was just five years old. Ever since then, 
my love of two-wheelers has never waned.

However, my  passion for the “Eagle” was only really 
sparked when I was 16 years old and I went on a school 
trip  to visit the Moto Guzzi plant in Mandello. In 

addition to the production areas, we were also shown the 
little testing track located behind the plant. It had just 
stopped raining and the track was still wet. A test rider 
was out on the track, doing some test laps on a Le Mans 
III. When he came back in after the test ride, he stopped 
the bike in amongst us students: the heat coming off the 
tyres and evaporating the water on the road surface, and 
the clicking noises caused by the dilation of the bike’s 
metal components all over the Le Mans made for a truly 
surreal atmosphere. I was totally gobsmacked and I 
decided there and then that  one day I would work at 
Mandello and design a Guzzi.

I forget exactly when it was that I sketched my first Guzzi: 
designing cars and bikes was almost like an illness for me 
and every day I would come up with a new sketch. My 
first professional foray into the design world dates back to 
the period when I worked at the Alfa Romeo Styling 
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THE CONCEPT V85’S STYLING
INTERVIEW WITH THE DESIGNER 

MARCO LAMBRI



Centre. Aprilia had just acquired Moto Guzzi and was 
looking for designers. I applied for the job and took along 
some of my design proposals. Thus, a few years and many 
sketches later, I landed up working on  one of the most 
interesting and stimulating projects that I have ever put 
pencil to paper on: the V85”.

2) We have already told the story of  Moto Guzzi’s 
Paris to Dakar history  on the community website: 
how much of this legend and of the “Eagle’s” 
off-roading tradition lives on in this V85?

“The phenomenon of the “classics” and the return to 
certain values dating back to the early days of biking have 
become far more than just a passing fad. It is the 
expression of a new kind of biker with very different 
demands: a rider that is very particular about the look of 
his bike and wants to be able to express himself through it. 
But these days, the “Classic bike” sector too often sacrifices 
practicality in favour of pure image, particularly when it 
comes to off-road bikes. The V85 instead combines the all 
the values of riding in style with those of practicality. 
Whatever the case may be, I personally consider the V85 
to be a truly modern bike. We like to call it a “classic” 

because it embodies all those values that we believe are 
timeless, and therefore also classical, for every biker. The 
bike is actually very  simple in terms of structure, 
robustness and ease of use. It has no non-essential bells 
and whistles whatsoever and it harks back to the spirit of 
the earliest Enduro bikes of the 1980’s, the kind of bikes 
on which you could go anywhere and do anything, 
including going to and from work, weekends at the lake or 
going on a summer holiday.

Moto Guzzi’s off-roading history  is full of inspirational 
examples, from the Lodola Regolarità through to the TT 
and NTX series.  Simple, practical bikes that were the 
expression of Italian-ness  and virtually unstoppable on 
any terrain.  The V85 has picked up on this legacy and 
dressed it up with a unique brand of charm  that comes 
down directly from another chapter in Moto Guzzi’s 
off-roading history, namely that of the legendary Paris to 
Dakar.  

The prototype unveiled in Milan is clearly intended to be 
a  nod to the Moto Guzzi V65 TT  that  Claudio Torri 
rode in the 1985 Paris to Dakar race, particularly in 
terms of the graphics. We felt that this was a bike with 
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the  perfect spirit to introduce the “classic Enduro” 
concept  and also to highlight Moto Guzzi’s off-roading 
origins.”

3) What are your favourite features of the Concept 
V85?

“Every new model has its very own story to tell. We could 
tell many stories regarding the evolution of a new bike 
and the most interesting of these stories are often those 
relating to the finer details. Once the basic concept and the 
general styling have been agreed upon, the up-scaling 
process invariably means that everything, right down to 
the most apparently insignificant little screw, has to be 
reconsidered.
An important factor is the headlight cluster.  The bike’s 
look is largely dependent on its headlights  and normally 
the internal structure of the headlight itself is never really 
addressed in the initial sketches. These days the headlight 
clusters are an expression of technology, lighting quality 
and also the kind of “look” that the bike will have.  This 
new Guzzi family of bikes had to be original and 
distinctive, even down to this extremely important 
component. We finally decided on the  illuminated 
“Eagle” logo  after looking at various highly imaginative 
ideas, but in the end it was the bike’s 
inherent spirit that led us to decide on 
this obvious choice. Obvious, perhaps, 
but by no means commonplace and, 
above all, unique.”

4) As a Guzzi fan, please tell our 
Guzzi fans what you have in your 
garage.

“For me the garage is one of the most 
important areas of the home and my 
choice of a place to live has always 
hinged on the fact that it had to have 
a garage at all costs. The first thing 
you’ll see in my garage is total chaos, 
or rather, I tend to alternate between 

periods of chaos with periods in which my favourite place 
gets transformed is so clean and tidy that it virtually 
resembles an operating theatre (this happens a couple of 
times a year). In addition to my tools, my garage has to 
have a stereo sound system because I always have to have 
my music wherever I happen to be. In one corner of the 
garage there’s an old Boxer and a Sì that is still running, 
as well as my Red Vespa GTS and a Griso. Since I’m not 
at all averse to donning my leathers now and again and 
going out for some fun on a series of bends, with or 
without kerbs, for me a sports bike is a must: at the 
moment it’s an Aprilia Tuono V4. I will obviously have 
to tidy the place up a bit to  make room for the 
V85 because I didn’t have an Enduro in my fleet …”

5) Have you thought about where you’ll take your 
V85 out for its first ride?

“I’d like to take the V85 up to the lake for its first ride. The 
old national road No. 36, via Mandello del Lario and on 
to Dervio before heading off to the Valvarrone: the roads 
are twisty and the tar is a little rough, ideal for the V85. 
I’ve ridden the bike and, let me tell you,  it rides really 
well.  It ’s extremely  easy to handle  although 
somewhat  unyielding  and the  engine pulls really well. 
Then there’s the trip back from the Valsassina.
Let’s say it’s a foretaste of things to come and a way to let 
the engine breathe in some of that lakeside air, to make it 
feel at home and to take me back to some of the roads that 
I grew up on. Of course, at the time the guys were riding 
souped-up “fifties”, very fast 125’s or single or 
twin-cylinder Enduro “thumpers”, but  I’m sure that the 
V85 will take me back in time to relive those exciting rides 
of long ago. 

Also, this will help us to increasingly familiarise ourselves 
with this new engine on which we’re currently working, 
with our usual extreme commitment and passion, in 
order to develop the rest of the V85 range …”. 
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Distinctive, elegant, seductive, brazen and simply 
“beautiful”: there is a whole universe of adjectives that 
each of us uses to try to describe the look of the V85, 
going by the way it makes us feel. But what we see with 
our own eyes is only the what is on the outside, or to 
quote the words of Marco Lambri, the “daddy” of the 
design of the V85, “the perfect ending to a beautiful 
story”.

A story that digs deep down into Moto Guzzi’s glorious 
past and into all of the experience and skill of the Moto 
Guzzi styling centre, whose Manager, Marco Lambri 
will reveal a number of the fundamental choices that 
turned the V85 into the kind of bike that we are getting 
to know more about month after month.

So we asked Marco to tell us this “story”, to show the 
community some exclusive styling sketches and to help 
us answer the inevitable question: 
why is the V85 like this?

It’s not so easy to describe why the V85 is as we see it. 
Thinking back to one of the very first sketches that we 
thought were quite promising for this project, I distinctly 
remember getting the feeling that this was the beginning 

of something totally new for Moto Guzzi, I just don’t 
know how better to describe it. For the world out there, 
the V85 is still be officially “born”, but for us quite some 
time has passed since that first sketch and if we compare 
that sketch with the bike that is about to go into 
production, we can see that the spirit has remained 
unchanged. What about the lines? They have changed a 
little, but by no means radically. It’s the result of a lot of 
hard work by a large team of individuals.

PARALLEL PATHS

What many fans don’t know is that development never 
follows just one single path and so it was in the case of the 
V85 as well. There were quite a few of proposals on the 
table, all very different, and we developed them all, 
allowing them to compete head to head throughout the 
entire process. 

Then it was left to a whole series of real-world technical 
and technological constraints, customer and market 
requirements and test-riders’ specifications to decide which 
bike would be the ultimate winner. 

The construction of a full-size styling model (which has to 
look like the real thing) is the precise moment when any 
remaining doubts dissolve and the actual lines of the bike 
often leave you speechless: seeing it in the flesh for the very 
first time is always an amazing feeling.

STYLING AND PROTOTYPES

While the styling is still being finalised, there are already 
some prototypes out on the road and often these prototypes 
dictate certain necessary changes in geometry: for Moto 
Guzzi in particular, rideability and performance are 
totally non-negotiable features of their bikes. The 
test-riders, who have a very important task to perform, 
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DESIGN V85: “A GREAT STORY” FROM THE FIRST SKETCH TO THE ROAD…



express their opinions: the mechanicals evolve, as do the 
ergonomics, and the development of the components is 
increasingly finalised step by step as the bike takes on its 
final configuration.
However, it is not a simple and straightforward process by 
any means and you sometimes get the feeling that you’ve 
lost the plot and somehow lost the spirit of that vital 
initial sketch, although this never happened with the 
V85. It was meant to be Moto Guzzi’s interpretation of 
an Enduro, a simple bike that was beautiful and great to 
ride, and that is exactly how it turned out.

HISTORY AND THE FUTURE

Inspiration is an extremely important part of the 
designer’s job. Designing a two-wheeler requires an 
in-depth knowledge of the brand and its history, and 
Moto Guzzi’s history is both extensive and brimming 
with exceptional examples from which to draw 
inspiration. 

However, with such a rich history to draw from, the 
potential risks become even greater: on the one hand the 
risk of perverting the nature of the bike and, on the other 
hand, the risk of remaining overly rooted in the past. The 
obvious solution is a real challenge: respecting the past 
whilst looking to the future.

This is the principle that guided us throughout the process 
of designing every component of the bike, but certain of 
them contributed more than others to establishing the 
unique look of the V85:

The headlight cluster

The headlights determine the bike’s look. Could the V85 
have looked any different? Yes, perhaps it could have, but 
a lot of thought went into the decision to opt for twin, 
round headlights. Over the years, the historical Moto 
Guzzi Enduro models have had all sorts of different 

headlights, from round to rectangular and even square, 
you name it and they have tried it. 

The reasons behind the selection of the twin headlight 
option included the search for extreme simplicity, weight 
reduction and harking back to two epic models in the 
“Eagle’s” history, namely the Quota and the Stelvio. The 
twin, round headlight option was the only realistic choice.

What about the fairing? No thank you

The decision not to add any further weight to the top of 
the bike was the most natural choice of all. Essence and 
strength were the key words of this project, which explains 
the decision to reduce the use of plastic to a minimum in 
favour of metal. 

The visible metal pipes further emphasise the powerful 
and substantial nature of the V85, protecting the vital 
parts of the bike against damage and creating the 
impression that the bike can be used as an all-rounder 
without requiring too much care and attention. But more 
importantly, they are designed to double as solid 
mounting points for specific accessories.

Tank, saddle and side covers

When you think about Moto Guzzis, your mind 
immediately goes to historical models such as the glorious 
Le Mans and V7 series, the California and even the 
Falcone. Bikes that all had certain common features, 
namely low-slung l ines and very dist inctive 
superstructures. 

The tank, the saddle and the side covers are identifying 
components that, on a Moto Guzzi in particular, have to 
clearly “reveal” exactly what their job is. But that’s not 
all: the combination of these three components has always 
been governed by a distinctive crossing of lines, a 
particular Moto Guzzi “recipe” that the V85 has 
faithfully adhered to.”
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THE PERFECT ENDING…

These are just some of the factors and the choices that 
accompanied the V85 throughout the long voyage in 
search of its very own specific styling. A path on which the 
heart and the mind come together in a lengthy and 
complex process in which sometimes radical thinking 
comes out tops and at other times comprimise wins out in 
the end. 

A project of this magnitude involves a team with 
extremely wide-ranging skills, brought together to meet 
extremely challenging and increasingly ambitious 
objectives without ever losing sight of time restrictions, 
technologies, costs and, above all, the bikers themselves: 
the biking fans like us who will be riding this Moto 
Guzzi.

“Each time it’s yet another story in which the new model 
is the star and, as in every really good story, the ending is 
the most important part of all. We have a clear picture in 
mind of the early stages of the V85, that ititial sketch on 
which we began to dream. Now, looking at the result, we 
can say without any shadow of doubt that what we have 
before us is the perfect ending to a great story.“ 
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Riding the Italian legend that is Moto Guzzi means 
personally experiencing the weight of almost 90 years of 
biking history built up through kilometre after 
kilometre of riding on the best roads in the world, but 
when you’re talking about legends and beautiful roads, 
there’s simply no other Alpine pass out there that can 
rival the Stelvio Pass. Hence the annual appointment 
with one of Europe’s oldest and most colourful bike 
rallies that, for many of us, has become an event that we 
simply wouldn’t miss for anything else in the world. 

This is what spurred on the Eagle of Mandello to fly 
high, all the way to the 42nd Stelvio International Rally 
from 29 June to 1 July, for this final leg of the 2018 
Moto Guzzi Bike Tour. With over 2200 registered 
participants at this Rally, the numbers continue to grow 
and the bikers come from ever-further away and this 
year’s Rally turned out to be the mother of all parties 
for guys like us who eat, drink and sleep biking, all the 
way up to the very top of the Alps!

Also thanks to 3 magnificent sunny days, the Rally 
village in Sondalo kept the many bikers passing through 
thoroughly entertained with concerts, bike tours and 
test rides.

However, for us members of the community, the crux 
of the entire experience was being able to get meet and 

get to know each other at the official Moto Guzzi stand, 
where we were able to exchange stories, win some 
fantastic Eagle goodies and go out for some in-depth 
test rides on the various models in Moto Guzzi’s 2018 
range.

During the 3 days of the rally more than 80 bikers had 
the chance to try out all the latest Moto Guzzi bikes on 
the twisty Alpine roads and, once back in the village, to 
experience the sheer pleasure of admiring not only the 
latest two-wheelers to roll off the assembly line at the 
Mandello factory, but also a number of beautiful 
vintage Moto Guzzis brought along to the Rally by 
enthusiasts or, even better, the special Law and Order 
Department specials on display at the Italian Police 
stand.
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“To celebrate our annual rally in honour of the Moto 
Guzzi V7s we called on all our registered V7 Touring 
Club members, many of whom are also members of The 
Clan and, from 22 to 24 June, we all headed off for the 
magical locations and magnificent roads of Abruzzo: a 
central Italian region that is very much appreciated by 
many bikers throughout Europe! 

To miss this one would have been truly criminal…

The Lake Scanno venue, which served as the base camp 
for the rally, undeniably stole the hearts of many of the 
riders that took part in this year’s rally and they 
certainly didn’t let the opportunity slip by them to go 
roaming around the roads of the Abruzzo National 
Park on their V7s, not to mention the chance to sample 
some of this region’s typical culinary delights!

A grand total of 75 participants and 60 bikes got 
together on Saturday to ride the 120km-plus bike tour 
that led us on a voyage of discovery of the magical roads 
along the border between the Lazio and Molise regions.

It must be said that the weather totally refused to play 
ball on the day we arrived, with strong winds that 
wouldn’t even let us keep our inflatable Moto Guzzi 
balloons flying high and indeed virtually blew us away 
on the Saturday morning of the scheduled tour, 
dousing us with a constant, fine drizzle that 
unfortunately hampered our views of the amazing 
scenery. 
Nevertheless, this year’s band of “V7-ers” weren’t at all 
intimidated by the weather and their determination 
was rewarded after the lunch break, with our return 
journey blessed with warm sunshine that created an 
almost perfect (and well-deserved) atmosphere in 
which to end our tour.

As always, the V7 days are a great place for lots of old 
friends, all great fans and lovers of the V7 to meet up 
again, but even better, the good news is that at this 
year’s event, there  was a large group of enthusiastic new 
owners of the latest version of the “Crown Princess of 
Mandello”, namely the V7 III. It’s always a great 
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pleasure to see so many young and extremely young 
guys attracted to our old favourite, and even more so to 
see that true Guzzi-fan pride and passion burning 
brightly in their eyes!

That is the kind of feeling that best describes what these 
V7 Days are all about, the reason why everyone looks 
forward to them so much throughout the year and why 
they always reward us with a feeling of light heartedness 
and joy, but even more so with an incredibly strong 
passion that binds us together as a group!

This year’s rally may well have just ended, but already 
we can’t wait to head off for the 2019 rally, which we’re 
already in the process of planning …and, trust me, there 
will be plenty of surprises in store for you!”

A special word of thanks to Clan members Vincenzo 
and Alessandro respectively for the report and the 
photos.

See you at the next V7 adventure!
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Irrespective of his biking background, every European 
biker grows up with one particular exploit firmly 
entrenched in his mind, namely the odyssey to Cape 
North.
Every year this trip drives thousands of bikers to take 
on the narrow Scandinavian national roads that skirt 
along the fjords to get to Nordkapp. This is often a long 
and tiring trip but it is something that any rider can 
manage and has long since become a kind of rite of 
passage that any bike tourer would find very hard 
indeed to resist.  

Not everyone knows, however, that behind this legend 
lies a truly Italian story, a story that bears the Moto 
Guzzi hallmark, a story that is 90 years old this year and 
that saw Giuseppe Guzzi, brother of Carlo (the founder 
of Moto Guzzi), take a magnificent and revolutionary 
bike known as the G.T. 500 on an odyssey that 
smacked of the incredible at that time.

In order to tell this story we have to begin by telling you 
something about Giuseppe Guzzi and the kind of guy 
he was. Carlo’s older brother was nicknamed “Naco” 
(every member of the family had a nickname and 
Carlo’s was “Tai”) and he was a brilliant mechanic and 

engineer. Having graduated as a civil engineer, he had 
designed some of the company’s factory buildings, as 
well as the power station that provided the company 
premises with hydroelectric power (it was also he who 
designed Moto Guzzi’s famous wind tunnel after the 
end of the Second World War).

Unlike his brother Carlo, who was extremely outgoing 
and extrovert, Naco was a somewhat quiet and 
contemplative individual who loved his design work 
and worked all alone in his office at the Mandello del 
Lario works. Since he couldn’t handle hot weather, he 
was known for working bare-chested at his drawing 
board, eagerly awaiting the arrival of the summer 
holidays when he could finally head off on one of his 
much-loved solitary bike tours in search of the cooler 
mountain climes.

Whereas Carlo was the racing soul of Moto Guzzi, 
Giuseppe was the one who loved touring and adventure 
and year after year, with his Sport 13 (known as the 
Sport 500 at the time) he would head off on ever longer 
and more extreme trips, during which the dirt roads of 
the time would put a lot of strain on his Moto Guzzi’s 
mechanicals and often force him to rely entirely on his 
own ingenuity and mechanical ability.

In 1926, while he was riding in the Carpathian 
Mountains, the rigid tail-end of his Sport bike frame 
snapped. Far from being disheartened, Naco used some 
tire inner tubes to hold the tail-end triangle of the 
frame to the saddle part of the front section and 
managed to get all the way back to Mandello del Lario 
with a bike that was no longer a hardtail but somewhat 
more “flexible”, although perhaps it would be more 
accurate to use the word “bouncy”.

When he got back to the factory and met his brother 
Carlo, Giuseppe said just a few words in strict 
Mandello dialect that would soon go on to change the 
entire bike industry all he said was “Te set che la va mej 
insci?” (“You know what? It’s better this way.”).

Thus Carlo and Giuseppe got the idea to create a 
suspension system that would allow the rear section of 
the bike frame to pivot up and down independently of 
the rest of the frame. This system was something totally 
new for the biking world in which, at the time, the rigid 
frame was still synonymous of sportiness, and the only 
possible solution to the problem was the decidedly 
inefficient and even less reliable static drive-wheel 
assembly.

So Giuseppe sat down at his drawing board and 
designed a pivoting rear fork assembly connected to a 
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series of springs positioned under the engine in such a 
way that the heavier springs would come into play 
when the lighter springs were totally compressed. Thus 
the G.T. 500 (or Granturismo) was born.

Unveiled in January 1928, the bike had the same 500cc, 
opposing-valve engine as the Sport model and was 
equipped with a new, racing derived, triple-spring front 
fork assembly, drum brakes and balloon tires, as well as 
the very first pivoting fork rear-suspension system 
available on the market.

Riding on the wave of public enthusiasm for another 
great Italian achievement a year earlier, when Umberto 
Nobile and Roald Amundsen flew over the North Pole 
in a hot air balloon called the Norge, the new bike was 
immediately renamed the “Norge”. 

This was a purely promotional move but one that 
resulted in the publication of a number of negative 
press releases issued by Moto Guzzi’s competitors, 
accusing the company of unfair exploitation of the 
popularity of the aforesaid achievement.

In addition to the already negative press releases, the 
G.T. 500 was met with a somewhat chilly public 
response, mainly due to the public’s doubts regarding 
the “softail” sprung frame.

Thus, in the red-hot summer of 1928, Naco put his 
reputation on the line and decided to tackle an 
adventure that was even more extreme than all of his 
previous exploits. His aim was to take the bike out on a 

field trip that would follow the same route as that of the 
hot air balloon with the same name and would prove to 
everyone that the new G.T. 500 was not only reliable 
and competitive, but   that it was indeed worthy of 
bearing the “Norge” name.

The bike he chose for this undertaking was indeed a 
G.T. 500, but actually it was the very same “Sport” bike 
that Naco had ridden back in 1926, although it had 
since been updated with all the new components fitted 
to the latest Granturismo model and customised by the 
addition of some special accessories for the trip, 
including a metal pipe mounted under the headlight to 
house all his maps, a side-mounted gun-case and a 
heavy-duty side-stand that could be flipped down from 
either side of the bike.

It took Naco 28 days to get all the way to the Arctic 
Circle and then return home, using 182 litres of petrol 
and three tyres. The 6,000km trip along all of Europe’s 
challenging roads, all the way to Sweden and then on to 
Norway was an unmitigated success and the news of 
this epic solitary bike trip, undertaken by an Italian, 
riding an Italian bike, spread like wildfire, so much so in 
fact that thousands of curious onlookers came out to 
greet Naco as he passed by them on his way back home.

In the end, the very same International press that had 
previously lambasted Moto Guzzi now instead 
re-established the well-deserved name of the Moto 
Guzzi G.T. 500 Norge and effectively created the 
legend surrounding this exciting trip that still drives 
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men and machines beyond the confines of the Arctic 
Circle to this day.A story that, less than a decade after 
Moto Guzzi was originally established, gave rise to a 
new and different aspect to the legend of the Eagle. 

A story that tells of exceptional, passionate, visionary 
men, albeit with the modesty of professionals and 
engineers. Sufficient to say that Naco, after returning 
from his Cape North odyssey totally exhausted, perhaps 
more so by the crowds of people than by the number of 
kilometres he had travelled, left all the glory and public 
and media acclaim to his brother … after all, this had 
been nothing more than his summer holiday in search 
of some cooler climes. 

He limited himself to writing a report on his trip, 
which was published in the “Motociclismo” magazine 
in July 1929, which was then split into three monthly 
articles.

The story goes that as he left the factory to head off on 
his trip, just a short way from the factory gate and from 
the crowd of factory workers that had come out to see 

him off Naco picked up a puncture in one of his bike’s 
tyres in the railway underpass that leads to the national 
road. 

The workers immediately ran to help him repair the 
tyre, only to be told: «I’m already on my way» he said 
«and when I’m travelling it’s up to me to sort it out! 
Go back to work, I’ll deal with it!». And so it was.

Naco’s bike, which he himself had upgraded in the 50’s 
by fitting a modified GT 16 frame, was donated to the 
Mandello “Moto Club Carlo Guzzi” by the widow of 
Ulisse Guzzi (Carlo’s son) and was brought out once 
again in 1991 for the re-enactment of the trip to 
Lapland. On that occasion the bike performed 
exceptionally well and gave no problems of any sort.

In July 2006 14 sparkling Moto Guzzi Norge 1200 
GTs, ridden by an equal number of International 
journalists, took on the “Raid Norge 2006”: a 
re-enactment that retraced the route of the trip that 
took Engineer Giuseppe Guzzi and his Norge G.T. 500 
all the way to the Arctic Circle 78 years earlier.
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So you’re picking up a broken bike, taking a dirt bike to 
the track, or whatever, and you’ve got to strap it down. 
Here’s some advice on how to do that.

DO: Get a proper ramp. 

There are hundreds, probably thousands, of videos on 
YouTube of people dropping their motorcycle while 
loading it into a truck. To strap your bike down, you’ve 
first got to get it into the back of your truck or trailer, 
and you need ramps to do that. 

Keep an eye on your local hardware/auto store flyers; 
cheap steel ramps can be had for as little as $50. though 
aluminum is lighter and easier to handle. And walk the 
bike up the ramp, don’t try to ride it, unless your friend 
is shooting one of those YouTube videos.

DO: Put your kickstand up, if possible. 

Everyone agrees the best way to transport a motorcycle 
is to centre the wheel in your truckbed or trailer and 
then hold the bike in the upright position with straps 
on each side keeping it in tension. This stops your 

kickstand from digging a hole into your vehicle, or from 
buckling under strain. Kickstands have been known to 
break under strain, and if it comes apart while you’re 
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The kickstand is down here, but it’ll be pushed back up once the bike 

is properly strapped into place.

HOW TO: STRAP DOWN YOUR MOTORCYCLE



traveling at speed, you’re in trouble if you’ve used it to 
support the bike. 

However, there are occasionally scenarios where you 
have to put the kickstand down for some reason: 
usually because the vehicle you’re using to haul the bike 
doesn’t allow a centred carry position. If this is the case, 
make sure the kickstand won’t punch a hole through 
your truck bed or trailer floor (place a piece of wood 
under it, if needed), make sure it can’t fold back, and 
make sure you’ve got safety straps in place so if worse 
comes to worst and the kickstand fails, you don’t lose 
your bike off the back.

DON’T: Forget about Newton’s Third Law of 
Motion. 

“For every action (force) in nature there is an equal and 
opposite reaction.” When you’re strapping the bike 
down, make sure it’s secured from all the forces that 
could act on it — braking, acceleration, side wind, 
turns, etc.

DO: Use the right straps. 

Even low-end ratchet straps work well as tie-downs, but 
cheap cam buckles can be trouble. Cam buckles can be 
decent secondary or safety straps, but unless you’re 
using high-quality cam buckles, don’t use them for the 
important straps. Having said that, some manufacturers 
do use cam buckles for shipping bikes, but they’re much 
better quality than the $5 specials at your local 
hardware store.

DO: Have enough straps. 

You can get by with as few as two straps for the job, but 
you should have at least four for safety (two on the 
front, two on the back). A fifth or sixth for safety would 

be overkill to some, but necessary for other, more 
cautious motorists.

DO: Think about your tiedown points. 

On most bikes, you’re going to want to use the 
handlebars to attach the tiedowns up front, and the 
passenger pegs or rear subframe as a tiedown point in 
back. But be careful, as ratcheting too tightly on things 
like switchgear or a throttle tube can break plastic bits. 
The front forks or triple tree might be a better option in 
some cases in the front. And if you want to run a safety 
strap or two, consider using the footpegs. They’re pretty 
hard to scuff up, and are very solid.

DON’T: Trash your bodywork. 

As you’re getting everything tied down, think about 
where the straps are routed. Will they rub against the 
bike’s bodywork during travel? Maybe the wind will 
vibrate the straps against the fairing? If there’s a chance 
of the tiedowns somehow touching your bike’s plastics, 
you should try to re-route them. If that’s not an option, 
then use a soft cloth (think chamois, etc.) to wrap them 
and stop any damage.

DO: Compress your suspension. 

Use your suspension’s rebound to keep the bike in place 
by compressing it and then tightening the straps.

DON’T: Overtighten your straps. 

This is a good way to blow a fork seal by compressing 
the suspension too much. Remember, your bike is still 
going to be moving around when you drive over a 
bump. That could be enough to blow the seal, if it’s 
already weak. As well, if your straps are too tight, you 
run the risk of having a tie-down point on the bike, or 
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The BMW Scrambler is held in place by tying down the front forks, 

then its back end is secured by tying down the rear footpegs. Note the 

aluminum ramp, also tied down.

You can’t tie down one side without tying the other, and here the rear 

end is firmly secured. The kickstand is still down but not actually 

touching the truck bed, and will be placed up before driving away.



the truck/trailer, break loose. A small amount of flex 
should be left on the straps, though not much.

DO: Double-check everything when you’re done. 

Did you loosen up the slack in one strap when you 
tightened up another? Has the bike shifted now it’s 
strapped on all corners?

DO: Consider options to make the job easier. 

Products like the Canyon Dancer bar harness, or a 
wheel chock that installs in your truck, will make it 
much easier to haul your bike if you’re doing this on a 
regular basis. If they prevent a tipover, they’ll pay for 
themselves immediately.

DO: Prepare to change your technique on a ferry. 

If you’re touring and you must take your bike on a ferry 
crossing requiring tiedowns, you’ll probably have to tie 
it with the kickstand down, and of course, the ferry’s 
tiedown points (usually set into the decking). In these 
cases, it makes sense to run a strap from the front wheel 
to the kickstand to ensure the bike can’t fold the 
kickstand and roll forward. Sometimes the ferryhands 
will insist on tying the bike down; if so, keep a close eye 
to make sure it’s done right. If you’re not sure and 
there’s another rider on the ferry, ask for assistance — 
there’s no shame in needing some help. Sometimes the 
ferry will have proper tiedowns, other times they’ll be 
dirty or soaked in grease or fish oil, and sometimes 
they’ll have ropes instead of straps, which require a bit 
of knot knowledge. For this reason, it’s best to carry at 
least a couple of light straps of your own with you if 
you’re going on a tour including a ferry. And, 
sometimes the ferry won’t use straps at all, but simply a 
block of wood shoved under your bike’s engine case …

The Ontario Guzzi Riders                                                              24                                                             2018 News Express N°10

Ready to go! The Scrambler (and the ramp) is safe and secure in the 

back of the truck.

Be prepared to change your tiedown routine if you’re on a ferry. 

Photo: Zac Kurylyk



Back in the day, you rolled your bike to the curb, drew 
up a “For Sale” sign and hoped for the best, or maybe 
posted an ad in your local print circular.

Now, the Internet offers the chance to sell online, but 
the basics are still the same. To get top dollar for your 
bike, make sure it’s clean, that it works well, and that it 
looks good in pictures. So no matter how you’re 
choosing to sell your ride, the following tips are 
relevant. 

Clean your ride

The very first step is to clean your bike. Get out the 
soap, water, brushes and chamois cloth; a pressure 
washer is good if you have it, but be careful not to blow 
the grease out of the bearings or otherwise force water 
where it doesn’t belong. It’s an even better bonus if you 
use some sort of polish to give the bike a shine. 
Canadian company Tirox has some products aimed 
specifically at cleaning your bike; check for them at 
your local dealership. Otherwise Canadian Tire, 
Princess Auto, Home Hardware and the like usually 
have some sort of car wax or other polish that works 
well here. And if you’ve got chrome bits you want to 
clean up, Naval Jelly works well, along with Nevr-Dull.

Fix what you can

Change the oil. Tighten the chain. Replace that 
burned-out indicator bulb. Put air in the tires. Bleed 
the brakes. Clean the air filter. It doesn’t take long to 
tick off all those little routine items, and it tells the 
buyer that you’re a responsible bike owner who keeps 
on top of maintenance (Ha! If only they knew!).

Beyond that, if there are bigger things to fix, and you 
can repair them, you should. Nobody wants to pay top 
dollar for a bike that still needs fork seals replaced, is 
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If your bike is in need of repairs, you 

should be honest about that in the ad.



missing a speedometer cable, or has flat tires. Of course, 
you should do some calculations and figure out if the 
extra money you’ll make in the sale is worth the extra 
money you’ll be putting into the bike.

If motorcycles require motor vehicle inspections in 
your province, it’s best to get one before the sale. This 
way, you’ll be more likely to know about problems with 
the machine.

Be honest

If there are larger mechanical issues, be up-front about 
them and adjust the price accordingly. There are 
enough sleazebags already, and the motorcycle 
community doesn’t need any more rip-off artists. Don’t 
waste people’s time by misrepresenting your bike in the 
advertisement, either.

Take photos

Pictures go a long way toward selling your bike. Now 
that it’s all cleaned up, it’s ready for a photo shoot!

Don’t take a few grainy, out-of-focus happy snaps and 
call it a day. If you really want to sell your bike for top 
dollar, take the time to get clutter-free shots, with clear 
backgrounds that focus attention on your motorcycle, 
not the other junk in your backyard.

Obviously, it’s very easy to take photos with your 
smartphone and upload them to the Internet, but if you 
have access to a decent DSLR camera or similar, all the 
better. Every little thing helps.

Set a reasonable price

Here’s a classic motorcycle sales mistake: “I paid 
$12,000 for this bike five years ago, when it was new, 
and added $2,000 worth of chrome accessories, so I 
figure it’s worth at least as much as it was on the 
showroom floor.” No. Whether or not you’ve been 
riding it, a new bike depreciates in value over time, and 
don’t ever expect to get full value for any accessories 
you’ve added.

Another classic mistake: “I need $6,000 for a new bike, 
so I’ll sell the old one for $6,000.” All sounds good, but 
if it’s only worth $4,500, it’s only worth $4,500.

Your best bet is to see what bikes similar to yours sell 
for in your specific region, and go from there. If you 
have a motor vehicle inspection done, you might ask 
the mechanic for some advice on selling price. If you’ve 
got a rare bike and there aren’t many for sale in your 
area, you can look farther abroad, but remember there 
can be regional variations. For instance, a 
Harley-Davidson Sportster tends to be worth more in 
Atlantic Canada and less in Quebec.

Dig out the spares

Got a spare set of wheels for the bike? Or maybe a rack, 
or a different windshield? If you’ve got spare parts to go 
with the bike, dig them out and make a note of it in the 
ad, if you wish to include them in the sale. If a buyer 
shows up, nobody wants to wait around for a half hour 
while you rummage in the rear of your shed.
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Be smart

Here’s a classic of the Internet age: Someone will 
contact you, saying they’re on the other side of the 
country, but that they desperately want your bike, and 
someone will come pick it up for them after they’ve sent 
you a money transfer. The money transfer is for more 
than your asking price, and they simply ask you to 
refund the difference to the person picking up the bike. 
Once you do that, the money transfer proves 
fraudulent, so you’re out the difference that you paid to 
the person who picks up the bike, and likely your bike is 
gone as well.

To avoid this and similar scams, remember that if a deal 
sounds too good to be true, it probably is, and 
face-to-face transactions are best.

But also remember that a face-to-face transaction can 
go sideways if you have a test pilot show up and take off 
with your bike, or crash it. It’s best practice to require 
cash-in-hand before you allow any test rides. That way, 
if it goes sideways, you’re covered. Again, be smart. 
Think about what could go wrong, and take steps to 
protect yourself.

Share the facts

A cleverly-written ad always goes a long way to selling a 
bike, but if you aren’t a master wordsmith, no biggie. 
Just make sure to include the details: mileage, any 
upgrades on the bike, relevant mechanical history, any 
trade considerations, and so on. The more information 

you put in the ad, the fewer questions you will have to 
field.

Know the rules

Every province has specific rules for vehicle transfers—
in some provinces you keep the plate, in other 
provinces, the buyer keeps the plate. In most provinces, 
it’s up to the buyer to register the bike in their name, 
but it’s smart for the seller to take notes and inform 
their motor vehicle department about the transfer — 
it’s best, in fact, if the transfer is done and paperwork is 
in the new owner’s name before the machine leaves the 
yard.

Every province has different rules for vehicle 
paperwork, so you should contact your local DMV for 
the exact procedure in your jurisdiction. For 
instance,  Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland 
actually require the seller to inform the DMV of the 
transfer, and Ontario recommends it. British Columbia 
and Quebec both recommend the seller and buyer go to 
the Department of Motor Vehicle together to ensure a 
transfer without any problems. In Ontario, sellers must 
include a Used Vehicle Information Package when 
selling a used bike. You get the idea. For more details, 
visit the following links for information from your 
Department of Motor Vehicles:

Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, British Columbia, NWT, 
Yukon, Nunavut. 
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It's the real Hairy Biker: Freewheeling dog known as 
'Motorbike Milly’ is taking social media by storm

• Meet hairy biker Motorbike Milly, a cute 
three-year-old Bichon Frise

• Milly, who lives in Glasgow, has been crowned 
'Britain's Best Biking Buddy

• She's often seen going to the shops in a helmet and 
custom-made leather jacket

You'll probably know the Hairy Bikers as a bearded 
Geordie cooking duo who tour the world on their 
motorbikes.

But now it seems they’ve been outdone. Meet the far 
hairier Motorbike Milly, a three-year-old bichon frise 
cross – who has now been crowned ‘Britain’s Best 
Biking Buddy’.

Milly, who lives in Glasgow with owner Paul Crossan, 
is often seen in a helmet and custom-made leather 
jacket as she accompanies him in a secure compartment. 

Retired plumber Paul Crossan, 39, first met "timid" 
Milly while he was looking for a canine companion for 
his camper van road trips.

And when Mr Crossan entered her in a picture 
competition for pets who ride motorbikes, she floored 
her rivals.

More than 50 biking buddies were submitted, 
including a boa constrictor, before the final 12 were put 
to a public vote.

Mr Crossan, 40, said: ‘She loves being out on the bike – 
I take her along to the shops down the road as well as 
long journeys across the country. 

'We always get people driving past and smiling as they 
notice her.’ 

He added: ‘Winning the competition? It was brilliant 
but I don’t think I’ve ever been so stressed in my life.

‘At one point it was getting close between her and 
another dog but she cinched it in the end. 

'She’ll definitely get a treat or two to celebrate. I’m also 
going to get her a custom-made leather waistcoat to 
complete her look.’

Tom Warsop of Devitt Insurance Services, which ran 
the competition, said: ‘It’s been great to see so many 
animals clearly enjoying the ride as much as their 
owners do.’
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Strait out of Scotland
By Xantha Leatham for the DAILY MAIL

Photos by Wattie Cheung

Molly, pictured in her riding gear (L) and without her leathers (R), 

has attracted a lot of attention on social media

Motorcyclist Paul Crossan with his dog Milly who rides the motorbike 

with him from his home in Knightswood, Glasgow.



The Ontario Guzzi Riders                                                              29                                                             2018 News Express N°10



Early June, I rode a V7iii Stone in the 
Italian Alps. The last time I rode in 
Europe was in 1982, when I toured 
around England, Wales and Scotland 
for four weeks on a rented Honda 
CB250. 

Amazing trip rain and all. I have no 
explanation why I waited 36 years to rent another bike 
in Europe – blame it on life, obligations, budget - there 
was always a reason why not to. Then life catches up to 
you, a serious illness, watching friends become ill and 
the realization that if I wanted to explore countries on a 
motorcycle, time was running out. 

In fact, I was not sure if I still could. Signing up for an 
organized tour was out of the question – as I did not 
want to be the one holding the group back, so. I 
decided to test the waters by renting a motorcycle on 
my own for 3 days during a trip to Europe to see family. 
It seemed like a good idea at the time… 

The plan was to fly into Paris via Montreal, go down by 
train to Marseille to visit my cousin, and from there 
catch a train to Milan to pick up the bike. I was 
travelling light so as not to have to check any baggage. 
My magnetic tank bag , was inside my carry-on. The 

way the magnets showed up in the Xray machine : 
caused extra scrutiny going through Security at the 
Ottawa airport, but I was not in a hurry, as Air Canada 
cancelled the flight to Montreal and re-routed me on a 
later flight to Frankfurt. 

In Frankfurt, I discovered that AC Customer service 
had forgotten to rebook me on a Paris flight and I lost a 
day waiting to be rebooked. Shout out to the gentleman 
at the Hendrix Gin Stand at the Frankfurt airport who 
made me a lovely free gin G&T with Fever Tree 
Mediterranean Tonic and cucumber.. 

Lesson #1 – Next time  take a direct flight to  the 
location  where  picking up motorcycle  and 
arrive at least a day ahead to rest.

A very short visit with my relatives in Paris and I was on 
a high speed train to Marseille. – and so glad I was 
travelling with just a carry-on.

Marseille has a pretty amazing motorcycle museum and 
it was on my to-see list, much to my cousin’s 
consternation. It turns out it is not in the best part of 
town. The gates to the museum are kept closed and you 
have to ring to get access. There is an inner courtyard 
for visitors to park their motorcycle. Many of the bikes 
in the museum are privately owned and I spent several 
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hours with one of the knowledgeable and passionate 
volunteers who keeps the museum running. He shared 
a story of one of his buddies driving to the museum in a 
very nice car and being ambushed when he got on the 
road. Fortunately, the local gangs are not that interested 
in motorcycles, nor in my cousin’s old car. 
(Pat is preparing a feature on motorcycle museums and I 
took pictures for him).

Then it was on to Milan, but not quite. The French rail 
went on strike and I could only find a train running 
Nice to Milan. So it meant getting up at 4 am Friday 
morning and driving to Nice. I arrived in Milan with 
time to visit before picking up the motorcycle at HP 
Motorrad, at least according to Google Maps. 

I was tired and decided to go straight to the rental 
place. A good call as it took twice as long to get there. 
The place is kind of hidden, tucked in a dead end and 
with no signage. 

Travel notetip: If renting from HP  Motorrad, do 
not follow google  Google  directions, take  the 
direct bus to  Linate  Airport from the  train 
station, then a taxi to HP.

My bike was waiting for me. A bright new red V7iii 
Stone. I transferred what I needed for 3 days into the 
side bags and left my carry-on at the shop. The first 
surprise was that there was practically no gas in the bike 
and that the rental staff did not know how to open the 
gas tank until I showed him how. There was no wind 
screen either. 

The closest gas station was not on my route and I 
headed towards Bergamo hoping I would not run out 
of gas. I avoided the main motorway and took the 
provincial road SP 103, then SP 13 through the lovely 
town of Gorgonzola. By this time I had filled up the 
tank and the bike was seriously backfiring. I even 
wondered if I had put the wrong type of gas in the tank, 
but a quick check of my receipt confirmed I had not.  I 
emailed HP and was told it was a new bike and not to 
worry…  

My GPS died on me as I entered Bergamo. I made it to 
the area where my B&B was located with some 
directions from stangers, but then got lost with the one 
way streets. Across a barrier I spotted my B&B. Sigh – 
Improvisation got me to where I had to go.

The B&B was perfect: Iron gates opened up to an 
interior court yard where the bike was safely tucked 
away. The next morning, I hiked up early to the old 
town for a quick visit. Then I headed north on SS42 to 
Capo di Ponti. I have an interest in rock art and the 
area has over 140,000 petroglyphs, going back 8000 
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years old, and it was the first Italian site to go on 
UNESCO’s World Heritage List. The first part of the 
route was less scenic than expected, as the road went 
through tunnels under most of the mountains, but then 
I was driving through the beautiful valley of 
Valcamonica. 

I had a lovely lunch in the village of Capo di Ponti, 
visited the museum, then back tracked a bit to Breno 
where I headed up the Passo Di Croce Domini to 
Lodrone. Here I had my first encounter with 
motorcyclists testing their skills on the narrow twisty 
roads. Some had pretty nice sport bikes, and most were 
wearing full leather racing gear.  Everyone did slow 
down when the roads got wet from a bit of rain.

Lesson #2 – Bring a Go-Pro: Words cannot do 
justice to the beauty of the scenery nor the  fun 
driving through twisty passes. The Passo Di 
Croce Domini road was narrow and there  was 
no safe spot to stop and take pictures...  
Lesson #3  – Pack more  motorcycle  gear. 
Travelling with  just a carry-on limited what I 
could take. I had my motorcycle jacket and 
boots, but jeans would not have  protected me 
much at the  speeds I was riding. Given the 
trouble I had with  flights, any checked luggage 
would not have  followed me  on  this trip, hence 
lesson #1 fly directly to  your destination  and 
give  enough time for your luggage  to follow 
you.
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From Lodrone I headed north on smaller roads to 
Mount Penegal, near Bolzano. And yes I did get lost 
along the way, but it was fun and scenic.

I had reservations for the night at the Panorama Hotel 
Penegal. Located at the top of the mountain, you I had 
an amazing view of the valley. The parking lot was full 
of motorcycles as well. I had booked on-line and 2 
nights were costing me $88 US with breakfast. The 
room was much better than I expected for that price 
and the food excellent!  A plus of travelling outside the 
busy season. The breakfast buffet consisted of fresh 
baked breads, cheeses, cold cuts, cereals yogurt, juices 
etc. I arrived at the hotel just in time for the last serving 
of a delicious and very generous supper. Best apple 
strudel I have ever eaten.

The next day was Sunday and I headed out early to ride 
the Dolomites. It was probably one of the best riding 
days of my life. First I drove down Passo di Mendola to 
Bolzano. This route has great sets of curves and at times 
it felt like I was dancing with the bike: rapidly leaning 
from one side to the other. There was a slightly tense 
moment when an oncoming truck took a curve a bit 
wide and I had to hug a stone wall. I crossed the valley, 
passed through Bolzano and avoided the highway by 
taking smaller roads which snaked through villages, 
beautiful scenery, and up rolling hills on-route to the 
mountain passes. I of course got lost, but it was fun and 
scenic – you see the pattern…

Lesson #4 - Pay attention  to the  orange  or blue 
boxes along on the side of the  road  at the 
entrance and exit of villages. I did not notice 
them right away – radar traps. 

I did a loops around the di Gardena, the di Sella (twice 
my favorite) and the Pordoi passes. As you can see from 
the photos, I was not the only bike on the road, but was 
told it was pretty light traffic being the off season. It 
would not have been as much fun if it had been busier. 
In general, there was no difficulty getting around slower 
bikes and cars and yes the occasional bus on these 
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View of valley from the Panorama Hotel Penegal “Garage” of  the Panorama Hotel Penegal

Top of Passo di Gardena

all the bikes stopping for pictures



narrow roads. The V7 was light and nimble, and apart 
from the backfiring every time I downshifted, great fun. 
My only quibble was that I could not lean it as far as I 
wanted in certain curves. By 3pm I was getting tired, 
and as much as I wanted to try another pass, I felt I 
would be pushing it. I arrived drove back in to Bolzano, 
arriving around 4 and had time for a short visit with 
Ötzi (the ice man) bought a gelato and then tried to get 
gas. Credit card was rejected at 2 gas stations. (Next 
morning had no problems getting gas, so wonder if the 
reason my card was rejected was that the gas stations 
were unattended on Sunday and thus did not accept 
foreign credit cards).

I headed back to the hotel and got a second run up 
Passo di Mendola, stopping at the top to have a light 
supper and watch groups of motorbikes going up or 
down the pass before taken up the road up to the my 
hotel. 

Early start Monday morning, I had to get the V7 back 
to Milan via Mandello del Lario. The GPS first took me 
on this very narrow twisty road through orchards on 

the side of the mountain before I connected to a 2-way 
road. Beautiful and very peaceful, no traffic that early in 
the morning. Then four hours riding on the SS42, then 
the SS39 - SS38 - SS36 which took me over the Passo di 
Tonale and then the Passo dell d’Aprica.

I arrived too early to visit the Moto Guzzy Factory 
Museum, so I parked the bike in front of the museum 
and walked over to Agostini hoping to buy a part for 
my Eldo. No luck, but nice visit. My V7 was the only 
guzzi Guzzi in the parking lot. In fact, I was a bit 
surprised to have noticed only one other Guzzi on my 
trip.

Lesson #5 - Next time  rent a Guzzi from 
Agostini, they know their bikes and they are  a 
short 5 minute walk from the train  station. 
Probably just as fast to get to Mandello  del 
Lario  by train from Milan  Central Station than 
out to HP, and  you  do  not have  to fight with  the 
traffic  driving through Milan  to return  the bike 
before the shop closes.
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When it introduced the exquisitely retro Type H 
WildCamp, Citroën teased that it had a second debut 
in store for this year's Düsseldorf Caravan Salon. We 
assumed it was saving it for the show, but we're still 
over a week out, and it's detailed the new Jumper Biker 
Solution. Far more modern than the WildCamp, but 
even more adventurous, this van loads two bikes with a 
built-in winch system and still manages to sleep and 
feed up to four people at camp. If that isn't versatile 
enough, it can also be emptied out and used as a cargo 
van.

For this build, Citroën has teamed with German 
camper equipment specialist Flexebu. The two have 
loaded the Jumper with many of the standards of 
camper van conversion, such as the central kitchen area 
just inside the sliding door, the pop-up roof with bed, 
the Thule awning, and the electrical system with 
dedicated battery. 

Where the Biker Solution diverges from the average 
camper van and into a proper "bike solution" is in the 
rear cargo area. Here, Flexebu works in a dual 
motorcycle-hauling system powered by an electric 
winch. The rail-mounted system makes it easy to load 
two motorcycles up and get going on an adventure of 
two- and four-wheel proportions.

The bike-hauling system does limit the camping 
amenities as compared to other similarly sized camper 

vans, but not as much as you might expect. The Biker 
Solution doesn't have a bathroom or rear bench, but it 
still houses a removable dining table, swivel front seats, 
a kitchen block with sink and compressor fridge, and 
plenty of storage. And it even offers a double bed in the 
same rear cargo area that holds the motorcycles.

Similar to the design of the Vansports Camper, the 
Biker Solution's fold-away side mattresses drop to 
create a bed for two, once the motorcycles are removed. 
Add those two berths with the two in the roof, and the 
Biker Solution sleeps up to four people by night, 
carrying two people and two motorcycles to camp by 
day.

For those Biker Solution owners not fortunate enough 
to be enjoying unbridled van/motorcycle adventure 
every day of the calendar year, the Biker Solution also 
makes itself useful for work, errands and other everyday 
needs. Using Flexebu's patented clip system, the camper 
furniture removes easily to clear out the cargo area. So 
you have a big cargo van for everyday use and a 
full-blown bike-hauling adventure van for vacations 
and weekends.

The Biker Solution will be available for a starting price 
of approx. US$51,750, built on a Jumper L3H2 with 
157-hp (117-kW) BlueHDi diesel engine. Driving 
equipment includes navigation, a parking assist system, 
hill assist and traction control.
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with Jumper Biker camper van

By C.C. Weiss

Source: Citroën
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Guzzi has unveiled its V85 TT production bike online 
which suggests there may be several models in the new 
line when it is launched later this year.

The V85 TT looks like it might be the top-of-the-line 
model, but there is no other detail from the Mandello 
del Lario company.

It also looks remarkably like the V85 concept unveiled 
last November at the EICMA motorcycle show in 
Milan. So we expect the production version will debut 
at this year’s EICMA.

When I visited the Mandello factory on the shores of 
Lake Como in July the assembly was already prepared 
for the start of production.

The main differences between the concept and 
production model are, of course, mirrors and indicators 
which, in the front, are integrated into the handguards.

A minor difference is the black muffler instead of 
titanium. Thankfully it’s no bigger like many other 
manufacturers are fitting to meet the coming tough 
Euro 5 emissions rules.

While Moto Guzzi hasn’t revealed any more details we 
already know that the bike will be powered by a new 
90° transverse air-cooled 850cc V-twin with 59kW of 
power. That compares with the 853cc V9’s 40kW.

Clever instruments

The two-helmet symbol at the top seems to indicate it 
may have electronic preload adjustment while the menu 
action is expected to display various engine modes and 
possibly traction control settings.

And the phone icon suggests it has Piaggio’s new 
connectivity app available for Android and iOS phones.

It allows the owner to ping their bike and locate it in a 
parking lot. It also has a panic alert system, which 
connects you with the pre-designated contacts in case 
of an emergency.

The app reminds you about a pending service, helps 
owners locate the nearest service stations and includes a 
customer care service.

This system was developed with German component 
manufacturer Hella. and is available on Piaggio scooters 
and Aprilia motorcycles.

The system can also be retrofitted through official 
service centres. 

The V85 TT will plug the void left by the demise 
of the Stelvio adventure bike which could not 
meet Euro4 emissions targets.
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The bike is a tribute to the Moto Guzzis that competed 
in African rally raids and the Dakar rally in the 1908s.

TT stands for “tutto terreno” (all terrain), so it features 
a high, off-road mudguard, high scrambler exhaust pipe, 
twin headlights, wired wheels, tubular steel frame, bash 
plate, high clearance and 1980s motorsport colour 
scheme.

In fact, it looks a lot more off-road capable than any of 
the other scramblers on the market, probably to plug 
the Stelvio gap.

The unique asymmetric swingarm houses the shaft 
drive. It allows for a direct-mount Ohlins mono shock 
that is easy to access for adjustment. The V85 also 
features Ohlins forks.
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A photo of the full colour, fully digital TFT screen does reveal other details
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FIERE & FURY
The ‘Bazooka’ Moto Guzzi

From Ruote Fiere

Posted by Andrew in Classic Racers
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In the last ten years old Moto Guzzis have gone 
through a stratospheric increase in value. Big block 70’s 
and 80’s models now command prices that would have 
been laughable a decade ago. The secret’s out – and now 
people realize what a great base they are for a killer 
custom build. So next time you’re hunting for a Guzzi 
and cursing prices, turn to face Italy and swear loudly. 
It’s builds like this incredibly gorgeous 1983 Le Mans 
Mk3 by Ruote Fiere that’s pushing up the prices.

Ruote Fiere, headed by the enigmatic Davide Caforio, 
pride themselves on their unusual approach to building 
bikes. “When a customer entrusts me with a project,” he 

explains, he does so because he understands that it’ll be 
different from others. What comes out in the end is 
unique, but also innovative. Davide, a long time fan of 
antique motorcycles, draws inspiration from all sorts of 
quarters. This time around, he looked to old race cars as 
a starting point.

“I was inspired by the Porsche 907 and Ferrari Barchetta 
that raced in Le Mans and in the Targa Florio,” Davide 
says. “I love Barchetta body work. The base of this project 
is linked to these cars. I wanted the visual feeling to be 
inspired by them”. When it comes to inspiration Davide 
is a sucker for anything endurance-racer related. “I’m 
inspired by them for everything,” he says, “Style, details 
and technical solutions”.

And what of the bike itself? “It was found in Northern 
Italy,” Davide explains, “It had been badly modified in 
the early 90’s and was ugly”. But there was some hope 
for it yet, with the engine showing signs of a solid 
rebuild job at some point in its life. As soon as possible, 
Davide stripped the engine down to find out what work 
had been done in the past. And initially, it looked quite 
promising.

“But Davide, who has a hell of a lot 
of experience with Moto Guzzis, had 

bigger plans for the Le Mans.”
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“It had gone through some major work 
already,” Davide says. “It had an increased 
displacement, had the intake and exhausts 
ported, altered primary and had larger 
40mm carburetters”. 

Whereas the Guzzi usually mounts the 
engine in a cradle arrangement, Ruote 
Fiere modified the frame to suspend the 
engine below the bike, using the 
transverse v-twin as a semi-stressed 
member. 

With the angle into the final drive 
changed, the swingarm travel is improved 
and the engine can be removed easily if 
there’s any problems. The engine itself 
was fitted with new ignition system, 
external oil filter and extended sump.

The frame was further altered and braced 
and a monocoque tank and seat 
arrangement was fitted. It was completed 
in conjunction with the Roman company 
Kompo-Tech, who specialise in all sorts 
of trick parts for classic-styled bikes. If 
you like the look of it, the generic part 
can now be purchased from their web 
store.

But at first, Davide wasn’t sure if the 
monocoque would suit the Bazooka. “I 
designed it,” he says, “but I wasn’t sure 
until the last moment just how well it 
would work out”. 

The fairing was based on an earlier Le 
Mans, the Mk1, but with the clear plastic 
replaced as a solid. Hidden underneath 
all the body work is an entirely new loom 
with a smattering of high-end controls 
and a host of Motogadget products.

There’s a hell of a lot of other things 
going on with the Guzzi Bazooka, with 
many of the finest details being hidden 
behind the simple exterior and paint 
scheme. 

It’s a bike that manages to be both simple 
and incredibly detailed. And all that hard 
work means that Davide is keen to jump 
right into another Guzzi project. 
“Looking this bike over,” he says, “I can’t 
wait to do another Guzzi”. And neither 
can we.
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This US$129 gadget mounts to your motorcycle to give 
you simple, clear visual navigation cues while you ride. 
It's waterproof and shockproof, with an automatic 
night light and a 30-hour battery, it twist-locks on and 
off all your bikes, and you can choose between 
turn-by-turn or beeline-style navigation.

The original Beeline navigation tool for cyclists was a 
minor Kickstarter success story, raising two and a half 
times its UK£60,000 goal. 

The premise was simple: a clean, clear, minimalist 
navigation display for bike riders that showed only the 
direction and distance to the destination, since 
turn-by-turn navigation ignores a thousand bicycle 
short cuts that cars can't take.

Buoyed by that gadget's success, the inventors are back 
with a motorcycle version. 

Apparently one of them rides a scooter, so he feels 
qualified to speak to bikers on a level. 

The motorcycle version will allow the same style of 
beeline navigation, letting you choose your own route, 
or else switch modes to offer you a turn-by-turn 
solution instead.

The display is super clean and simple: a big arrow with a 
distance beneath it is the heart of it. 

In turn by turn mode, that'll tell you which way to turn 
in how many miles or kilometres. 

In beeline mode, it'll simply point toward your 
destination and tell you how far away it is.

A little light on either side will light up in turn by turn 
to show you which way you'll be turning next, letting 
you prepare for what's ahead, and there's an overall 
journey progress meter as well. 

You can switch between screens to access ride time and 
distance counters, battery information and a GPS 
speedo.

Routes are planned in an iOS/Android app, which 
allows you to also import GPX files to run other 
people's routes if you like. 

Likewise, you can share your own ride data in the same 
format. 

Once the navigation is set, no data connection is 
required unless you go way off course. The app makes 
use of a full global map that requires no further map 
purchases to work anywhere in the world – except 
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Super-simple, minimalist visual navigation for motorcycles by Loz Blain

Beeline Moto: a simple, clean, minimalist navigation gadget for motorcyclists(Credit: Beeline)



China, due to "local regulation" issues.

Physically, the thing is built to take some punishment. 
It's IP67 rated, waterproof and shockproof. 

It comes with a range of handlebar, tank and sticky 
mounts that should allow it to fit on any bike, and the 
main unit snaps on and off for charging, should the 
30-hour battery run out.

At US$129 on Kickstarter, it's a cheap and minimalist 
gadget viewed next to most any motorcycle navigation 
solution, and it doesn't dominate your field of view like 
some can. 

Deliveries are expected to begin in February 2019. 
Check out a video below.
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